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February 25,2011 

Office of Generd Counsel 
Federd Election Commission 
999 E Street, N.W. 
Washmgton, D.C. 20463 

I want to bring to your attention possible violations of federd election campdgn laws by 
the Iowa Fdth & Freedom Codition (IFFC), under the fiscd sponsorship of the Iowa 
Christian Alliance, a 501(c)(4) norpx>fit orgadzation. The .participants in 
the IFFC's March 7,2011 Presidentid Forum were not selected based on pre-established 
objective criteria. Specificdly, I was excluded from the Presidentid Forum based on the 
subjective prejudices of the IFFC's president, Mr. Steve Schefiler. 

If the event were to be considered a debate under Federd Election Conunission 
gddelines, then this Presidentid Forum does not comply with the applicable laws. If it is 
not a debate, then the IFFC's sponsorship and financing of this Presidentid Forum would 
violate the prohibition on corporate contributions. 

I lespectfdly ask liie Federd Election Commission to conduct a full investigation hito the 
legality oftiie IFFC's Presidentid Forum. 

Complaiiiant and Respondents 
Complainant: 

Fred Karger 
1278 Glenneyre, #20 
Laguna Beadi, CA 92651 

Respondents: 
Steve Scheffier, President 
Morris Hurd, Treasurer 
Gopd Krishna, Board Member 
Iowa Fdth & Freedom Codition 
939 omce Paric Rd. - Sdte 115 
West Des Monies, IA 50265 
515-225-1515 
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Iowa Faith & Freedom Coalition's Presidential Forum 

Steve Schefiler is the President of the IFFC, whose fiscd sponsor is the Iowa Christian 
Alliance, an organization exempt fiom taxation under section 501(c)(4) ofthe Intemd 
Revenue Code. On December 29,2010, Mr. SchefiEler told tiie Wall Street Joumd tiiat 
the SFFC wodd host the first forum of the 2012 Republican Pleddentid priinaiy season. 
In the Joumd story, Mr. SchefiSer stated that '*the group plans to send invitations out this 
week to anyone who has expressed the slightest interest in the 2012 Republican 
nomination" (Emphasis Added - Attachment 1). 

In its press release, the IFFC describes the event as a '*2012 Republican Presidentid 
^ Candidates Meet suid Greet Event." In the invitation to participants, the IFFC expldns 
rs why it is imperative for prospective 2012 Presidentid candidates to attend. "There will 
H be no better opportimity to meet these voteis this spring than the 2011 IFFC Spring Kick-

Off. Come early aud Stay late to shako hands and mtdk to yoar poledtid voters one on 
one before and after the program" (Attachment 2). 

^ The IFFC invited Hdey Barbour, Mitch Daniels, Newt Gmgrich, Mike Huckabee, Sarah 
(p Pdin, Ron Pad, Tim Pawlenty, Mike Pence, Rick Santorum, Mitt Romney, John Thune, 
^ Gary Johnson, John Bolton, Buddy Roemer and Herman Cain (Attachment 3). I was not 
*̂  mvited. 

Certaidy, I have expressed interest in nimiiiig for the Republican nomination for 
Preddent in 2012. The British newspaper The Observer stated in its February 13,2011 
profile of me that my '*2012 preddentid exploratoiy coinmittee is perhaps the furthest 
advanced of any potentid Republican candidate" (Attachment 9). 

On April 10,2010,1 announced that I was seriously considering ruiming for Preddent at 
the Southem Republican Leadership Conference in New Orleans. I have visited Iowa dx 
times and New Hampshire twelve times. On December 1,2010,1 was the first to hire an 
Iowa State Duector. I was the first to hue staff in New Hampshire. And my Presidentid 
Exploratory Committee was the first to produce and dr commercids in both New 
Hampshue (September 2010) and Iowa (November 2010), asking my fiiends to help me 
decide whetiier to run for PresidenL 

The Washmgton Post did ils first 2012 Preddentid candidate profile on my possible 
candidacy. The Boston GHohe has listed me as one of "the ody two notables" ofthe 2012 
season thus for. The Des Moines Register includes me regdarly in its list of potentid 
2012 contenders. The New York Times, CBS News, Fox News, Politico, tiie Hill, tiie 
Concoid Momtor, the Portsmouth Hetdd, the Los Angeles Times, the Ddly Cdler, the 
Atlantic, Greece's To Vima, the BBC's ̂ lARDtdk, Austdî .Broadcastmg Company, 

^ BiazU's R7, Hungary's FN and many otiiers have reportedoh my exploratory campdgn. 
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Federal Election Laws Concerning Candidate Appearances 

Federd election campdgn laws dlow for an organization exempt firom taxation under 
section 501(c)(4) of the Intemd Revenue Code to sponsor a Presidemid candidate 
meeting. Such a meeting is an exception to the definition of contribution. Applicable 
rdes state that '*The debates must be stroctored such that they do not promote or advance 
one candidate over another; and they must include at least two candidates, meetiag faee 
to fiu:e*' (Attachment 5). 

Additiondly, *The organization staging the debate must select the candidates based on 
pre-establidied objective criteria" (Attachment 4). A qudified orgadzation can devise its 
own objective criteria. Examples of pre-established objective criteria mclude: 

^ 1) Havuig filed an FEC Form F-2, Statement of Candidacy, witii tiie Federd 
Election Commission; 

fN 2) Having a campdgii office inside the State of Iowa; 
fN 3) Having employed at least one full-time campdgn staff representative. 
Nl 

^ Is Iowa Faith & Freedom Coalition's Presidential Foram a Debate? 

fN Many Presidentid debates are called forums but fiilfiU the broad Federd Election 
Coinmission defimtion of a debate because they satisfy the criteria of having at least two 
candidates meeting face to fiK:e. The staging of tiie upcoming IFFC Presidentid Forum 
may well fiadl wilhin the FEC's broad defimtion of a debate. 

An example ef a foiam that meets the debate criteria comes from the 2008 Presidentid 
Primaiy in Iowa. The AARP and Iowa Public Television hosted the "Divided We Fail" 
Democratic Presidentid Forum in Davenport, Iowa on September 20,2007. This 
Presidentid Forum excluded Dennis Kucmicfa and Mike Gravel. When questioned, the 
501 (cX4) stagmg organization, the AARP, was able to provide the media with the "pre-
established objective criteria" used to select participants. These criteria were "the 
establishment of an Iowa campdgn office anid the employment of an Iowa campdgn staff 
representative no later than August 1,2007" (Attachment 7). 

If Ihe IFFC's Preddentid Forum satisfies the debate defimtion, the Forum wodd violate 
fedeial election campaign laws because oandidates were not chosen udng "pre-
estabtished objective criteria" (Attachment 4). 

WhenjSean Miller of The Hill asked Mr. Scheffler why I was excluded fi»m tiie March 7, 
2011 Forum, he stated, '*Karger's focus on gay rights makes him a margind candidate... 
He's got one issue and in my opidon tiiat does not make him a serious or legitunate 
candidate" (Attachment 3). .̂ ..̂  

While speakmg before groups, at town hdl meetings and in tiie media I have discussed 
dozens of issues (Attachment 13). 



Even though we had never met, Mr. Scheffler threatened me m a persond emdl on May 
25,2010. The emdl sdd: 

"You don't care about transparency—you and the radical homosexual community want 
to harass supporters of REAL marriage. I am the Republican National Committeeman for 
Iowa. As a private citizen and knowing literally thousands cf caucus goers, I will work 
overtime to help ensure thatyowr political aspirations are aborted right here in Iowa, 
Have you studied our past caucuses—you have NO chance here in Iowa! " Steve 
Schefiler (Attachment 6). 

Rather than using **pre-established objective criteria," Mr. Scheffler has used his 
subjective beliefe to exclude me fiom the Presidentid Forum. Thus, the Forum is not a 

1̂  legdly constituted debate, and the sponsorship and financing of the event constitutes 
^ illegd contributions and expenditures. 

^ Assume That the Forum is Not a Debate 

^ The invitation to the IFFC's Presidentid Foium states "It is not a debate... it will give 
^ presidentid candidates ten minutes to make a pitch and present their vision as the voters 
^ of Iowa begin the process of making their decisions for the first in the nation caucuses" 
^ (Attachment 2). If this Forum does not fdfiU the FEC's debate defimtion, then the 

IFFC's sponsorsMp and financing of its Presidentid Forum does not qualify for 
exemption from federd election campdgn laws (see FEC AO 1986-37). 

The IFFC's Presidentid Forum sppcass to be similar to the Nationd Conservative 
Foundation's Nationd Conservative Convention cited in Advisoiy Opmion 1986-37. 

The IFFC's sponsorship and financing of its Presidentid Forom constitutes contributions 
or expenditures within the meaning of 2 U.S.C. 441b because the format does not comply 
with the exemptions dlowed for a 501(c)(3) or 501(c)(4) organization to host an 
appearance by candidates for a federd office. 

Request for Investigation 

I fomially request a thorough and complete mvestigation mto the IFFC's sponsorship and 
financmg of its March 7,2010 Preddentid Forum. 

I also ask the Commission to direct Mr. Scheffler to invite me to speak at the Presidentid 
Forum. 

Smce the Presidentid Forum is to be held on March 7,1 respectfully request that the 
Conunission expedite my compldnt. . p̂ .̂ 
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Thank you veiy much for your prompt att̂ tion to this matter. 

Smcerely, 

Fred Karger 
1278 Glenneyre, #20 
Laguna Beach, CA 92651 

cc: Distribution 

Attachment 1: Iowa Gets First Big 2012 Forum. So Who WiU Show? 
^ http://blogS.wsj.com/washwire/2010/12/29/iowa-gets-first-bIg-2012-foram-so-who-
^ wm-show/ 
p?l 
fN 
^ Attachment 2: Iowa FaMi & Freedom Coalition Announces PresldentidI Forum 
H) http://ffi:iowa.com/http://www.p2Q12.org/chrniQwa/iffc010411pr.html 

^ Attachment 3: A dozen GOP presldentUil prospects invited to March 7 Iowa forum 

http://blogs.desmoinesregister.coni/dmr/index.php/2011/01/04/a-do2eyi-gop-
Dresidential-Drospects-invited-tQ-march-7-iowa-fiarum/ 

Attachment 4: FEC SertioA\l0.13 

Attachment 5: Pg 84 of their Guiddines for Corporations and Labor Unions. 

Attachment 6: Iowa GOP committeeman to gay candidate: I'll smk you 

httD://blogs.de5moinesregister.com/dmr/index.php/2010/Q5/27/iowa-gop-
cdmmitteeman-to-gav-candidate-ill-sink-you/ 

Attadiment 7: Debates are On, Debaters are Off: 
httD://www.pbs.orf/ombudsman/2Q07/09/debates are on debaters are ofhtml 

Attachment 8: Advisoiy Opinion 1986-37 The Nationd Conservative Foundation pp 4. 

Attachmem 9: httD://www.guardian.cQ.uk/worid/2011/feb/13/renublicansrgav-ridits-
presidentid-race 

•»?; • 
Attachment 10: Candidate Exduded from Iowa Debate 
httD://www.muscatinejouind.com/iiews/locd/article 8f7fgf42-a78c-586d-b727-
97cl3ee7e462.html 

Attachment 11: Fred Karger Press: 



The Washington Post http://www.washingtonposLcom/wp-
dvn/content/storv/20lU02/0?yST2011020203372.html?ad=ST2011020203372 

Boston Globe 
httD://www.boston.com/news/nation/articles/2011/01/30/a change in politicd seasons 
for the pop/?pagê fiill 

The Des Moines Register 
http://www.desmoinesregister.coni/article/20101026/NEWS09/10260351/-
l/go4Aiax/Potentid-12-contenders-visiting-before-election 

The New York Hmes, http://thecaucus.blogs.nvtimes.coin/2010/ll/24/pav-propressive-
^ republican-on-dr-in-iowa/ 
K 

CBS News, http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-503544 162-20024469-503S44.html 
N 
^ Fox News, http.7/polities.blogs.foxnews.com/2010/ll/24/republican-and-gav-rigfats-
^ activist-peais-presidential-run 

Politico, httn://www.politico.com/news/stories/0211/49203.html or 
^ http://www.politico.coin/news/stories/l 110/45540.html 

The Hill, http://thdiill.com/blops/bdlot-box/gop-presidentid-priinarv/136745-potentid-
white-house-candidate-savs-path-bl6cked-bv-discrimination-

The Concord Momtor, http://www.coneordmonifor.com/blogentrv/236297/karger-to-
rdease-anti-nom-ad 

The Portsmoutii Herdd, http://www.seacoastonline.cQm/artioles/2011Q125-NEWS-
110129854 

LA Times, http://articles.latimes.com/201 l/iaii/28/news/la-pn-republicans-2012-
20110128 

The Umon-Leader 
htto://www.uniodeader.com/columns.aspx/Opinion?channel=139832ce-97eb-4460-bf99-
b71df3b7fl)cc 

The Ddly Caller http://ddlycdler.com/2011/02/16/gav-republican-mdls-presidentid-
bid/ 

The Atiantic, http'y/www.theatlantic.com/politics/arehive/2010/08/fî -karper-the-gav-
rights-b6gevman-of-the-gcl^presidentid-race/61279/ 

Sky News. http://news.skv.coin/skvnews/HQme/World-News/Republican-Candidates-
Are-Lininp-Up-For-Chance-To-Challenge-Preddent-Obama-In-Cominp-US-
ElectiQns/Article/2ail02315937205?lposF:World News Fust Home Article Teaser Re 



non 0&lid'=ARTICLE 15937205 Republican Candidates Are Lming UP Por Chanc 
e To Challenpe President Obama In Coming US Elections 

The Observer, http://www.puaidian.co.uk/world/2011/feb/13/republicaiis-gav-rigfats-
piesidentid-race 

Hungary's FN.hu, 
http://www.fii.hu/kdfold/20101126/homoszexudis ehiokielolt mdd amerikaban/ 

Attachment 11, February 20,2011 Potential 2012 GOP candidates speak out on what 
should be done to those responsible fbr Wikileaks 
http://dailycaller.com/2010/12/03/potential-2012-gQp-candidates-speak-Qut-on-

^ what-should-be-done-tQ-those-respQnsib1e-ftir-wikileaks/#ixz2lEYL2GaiR 

Attachment 12, Dartmouth Students Protect NH Bill Limiting Voting Rights 
fN http://www.wmur.coni/r/26908964/detdl.html 
f̂ l 

^ Attachment 13, GOP Presidential Hopefuls Want New GOP Majority to Focus on 
^ Economy 

fM http://www.sundiinestatenews.com/storv/gop-presidential-hopefiils-want-new-gop-
maioritv-focus-economv 

Attachment 14, My first ad in Iowa: http://www.voutube.coni/watch?v=fXvZvawDWVM 

Whither the Reasonable Republican? 
http://thedartmouth.com/2010/10/25/opinion/pedde 

Attachment 15, Fred Kargen An Apology Now Mike Huckabee 
htta'7/www.huffingtonpostxain/fired-kargei/an-apok)gv-now-mike-hucka b 788945.html 

Attachment 16, WHO Radio 1040, Mickelson in the Mommg, 8-18-2010 
httt)://hw.libsvn.coin/p/8/7/0/870dfl4a2cb40139/mickelson-2010-08-
18.mp3?dd=8fl90aa5b9cad23a82S276379a8a0f5c&l sid=20760&l dd=&l mid=19698 
55 



An Executive Conlerancs from'fî  WUXSntSETJOIHIML 
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DECEMBER 29.2010,4:54 PMET 

Iowa Gets First Big 2012 Forum. So Who Will 
Show? 
Ukely 2012 presidential candkiates have been sniffing around Iowa for months on book tours and under-the-radar 
spedcing engagements. But now the entire field-ail dozen or so possible GOP challengers-are being invited to a 
megachurch on the outskirts of Des Moines for a March 7th candidates' forum-the first of its kind fbr 2011. 

And the question is: Who will be so bold as to come? 

Steve Scheffler. presMent of the Iowa Faith & Freedom Goaritton, says the group plans to send invitatnns out this week 
to anyone who has expressed the sfightest interest In the 2012 EtepubGcan nomination. That means everyone from Sarah 
Palin and Newt Gingrich to MRt Romney, Tbn Pawtenty and Rick Santorum. Even Atbnta radto host Herman Cdn 
will get an invitatk>a 

"I'd think that these potential candidates woukJ Eke the chanoe to come have a dialogue with evangeRcal Christians," sakJ 
. Mr. Scheffler; one of the state's most prominent GOP brgarezers and a member of the Republican NatkMial Committee. 

Nonnally, candidates would jump at the opportunity to address as many as 1,000 conservative activists in the state that 
holds the first big test of the presidential electioa 

But this cycle is already k)oking a little weird as challengers continue to stay mum over whether they will compete for the 
nomination or not. Many say they plan to keep coy untH AprP or even later. 

Attending a prominent candidate forum in Iowa in early March could be the first overt step some of the challengers take 
toward a 2012 bid. -
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TMs copy is for your personalL noMonmefcial use ony. DisMlwBon and use of IMs material are govemed by our Subscriber Agreement and by copyright 

bw. For non-personal use or to oider niiaiplB copies, please contact Dow Jones Reprirts st l-aOO-843-0008 or visit 
wwwjdjrepriitexom 

,'V. 



><§> 
* * * 

lOUIAFAITH&FREEDDHCIIAimON 
Home 
About 
Join 
Take Action 

2010 Voter Guktes 
Find Your Leajshtor 
Legislative NewslettBrs 
Lobbyist Reports 
Town Han Meetlnos 
VIDEQ? 

Lers Get iowa MoviH' 
in the Riaht Direction 
-Oin "j'-e Iow2 ?aiih S; Freecicrri Coa!i'.ior: 
a? ',ve sno^ye m the ;;3lti2 cc lake bJck 
cur slate ai'd couriLry, ir hcoe ',c ser 
Gur •.'a'i'jQS represetitsd IT; iJ'is pubMc 

c'r^^nc' otir freeccii'l. Join us iDcri;') 

. : jOiN-FRft ' ' ' -
^ '•• ^^zCFlVt ICVVA ACVICN A L E R l ' 

1^ CONTRIBUTE 
MAKE A 0Or ;Ar iO ' ' : AOD/At' 

GdT AC I A/E 'AJA V ALU l-i 'Acr^ 

H A K 'ii; 
PAGc VO i-AltMD; 

News 

February 15,2011 at 11:39 am 

Iowa Faith & Freedom Spring Kk:k-off Event * Monday, AAarch 7th; 5:30-7:30pm * Point of Grace Church in Waukee. 
JA (Click link for directions) * 305 NE Dartmoor Drive * Email Steve Scheffler slscheffler@ffdowa.com with questions 
ortoRSVP. 



Iowa'*Faith ft Freedom CoaHtfon Announces Presidential Fnrum i«Afj. ~•f'f̂ :TP-v=r.Tal•'rrnr '•-̂-:ŝ-T.•w.•>̂^̂  » 

January 4,2011 at 12:45 pm 

For Immediate Release 
Contact: Steve Scheffler 
515-225-1515 
January 3,2011 

West Des Moines - This weekend, the Iowa Faith & Freedom Coalition sent out invitatrans to the top names being 
floated in the Republican primary for tbe 2012 presidential race. The group has planned a presidential forum for 
Monday, March 7th which is Ukely to be the first of its kind in the nation as the beginnings of a wide open presidential 
primary take form. Iowa Faith & Freedom Coalition President, Steve Scheffler states that the event v/lll shape up to 

Nl be the largest gathering of pro-family, values minded voters fn the spring of 2011. "Candidates considering a run for 
president must take the Iowa Caucuses seriously and we are the caucus voters." 09 

1̂  The letter sent to candidates reads: 

Ute tewa Faith ft Freedom Coalition Is the larsest and the most fn/Iuentfal ̂ roup fn Iowa politics. In the past 
^ efectfon cycle, we made well over 560,000 voter contacts t/iroug/i our VoteiTrak program that allows us to identify 
^ and reodi (ow propensity conservative voters. IVe worked hand-in-hand with eight state tegislative candidates to 

put volunteers on the ground In the most competitive districts. Six ef the eight will be swom in as legislators this 
month. We published and distributed over 300,000 voter gtddes to churches all across the state to educate voters 
prior to the November 2ncf election. TTie resuf t was record progress tn all three branches of Iowa's government. 

As an organization, we host two (arge events every yeor wftfi our statewfde membership. On MorKlay, March 7th, 
2011, from 5:30-7:30pm, we wr(( be hosting our annual Spring Kick-Offhere In Des Moines as the 2012 presidential 
cycle begins. This year, the format of the event will be a 2012 Republican PresUientici Candidates Meet and Greet 
Event. It Is not a debate and there will bo no Qpestlon and Answer time, but It vfill give presidential candidates ten 
mlautes to make a pitch and present their vision as the voters af tawa l>egin the process of making their decisions 
for the first in tbe nation caucuses. 

Last year, in a non-presidential cycle, we had nearly 500 people in attendance at this event, inciudirig many elected 
officials. This year, we expect to see a much larger crowd. This event Is an important stop for candidates because 
over 60% of2008 GOP caucus goers In Iowa self identified themselves as evangelical Christians. There.will be no 
better opportunity to meet these voters this spring than tlie 20111FFC Spring Kick-Off. Come early and stay late to 
shake hands and to talk to your potential voters one on one before and after the program." 

Media requesting aedentials should email Gopal Krishna at gopkrishnaevabooicom. Shooting of any type of video er 
taking any type of photographs of any part of the event will not be aHowed withoot pr40r permission from IFFC. 

Iowa Faith ft Freedom Coalition 
939 Office Park Rd. - Suite 115 
West Des Moines, IA 50265 
515-225-1515 
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A dozen GOP presidential prospects invited to IVIarcii 7 Iowa forum 
3:45 PM. Jan 4̂ 2011 |lvTomBMUinonl|mB70Gnnwrts 

Categories: iowa PoRics Insfcisr 
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Iowa*s Faith and Fieedom Coalition, a leading soda] conservative group in the 
leadoff caucus state, has invited 12 Republican presidential prospects to what so far is 
the first group forum in this state of the 2012 campaign. The event is set for March 7 at 
a church in a western Des Moiues-area subui-fo. 

The group, headed hy Republican National Committee memher Steve SchefQei of 
West Des Moines, sent invitations Dec. 31 to Mississippi Gov. Haley Barhour, 
Indiana Gov. Mitch Daniels, fonner U.S. House Speaker Newt Gingrich, former 
Aikansas Gov. Mike Huckabee, fonner Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin, Texas Congressman 
Ron Paul, fonner Minnesota Gov. Tim Pawlenty»Indiana Congressman Mike Pence, 

^ former Pennsylvania Sen. Rick Santomm, former Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney, 
«̂  South Dakota Sen. John Thune. 
fN 
fN 

tf) Those 11 often appear on lists of GOP figures weighing 2012 bids. Another, a name 
^ increasingly popular in tea party circles, is Herman Cain, the.former CEO of 
^ Godfather's Pizza. 

Former United Nations Ambassador John Bolton, who has said he is weighing a 2012 
campaign, is expected to receive an invitation to the event, although Iowa Faith and 
Freedom Coalition planners had not yet sent one. 

The event, at Point of Grace church in Waukee, is being billed as the first such group 
gathering of 2012 prospects in Iowa, expected to host the leadoff presidential 

I caucuses in a little more than a year. The forum is not a debate, but will afford 
prospective presidential candidates a chance to make a speech to conservative 
activists. There is no question and answer session planned fbr those GOP hopefids 
who attend. 

Fied Karger, a gay-rights activist and veteran California-based polidcal consultant, 
complained that he was not invited. Kaiger has visited Iowa five times, formed a 
presidential exploratory committee and hired an Iowa campaign staffer. 

Scheffler said Kargcr's focus on gay rights makes him a marginal candidate. In Iowa, 
social and evangelical conservatives form the core of the Republican caucus base. 

"He's got one issue and in my opinion that does not make him a serious or legitimate 
cand&date," Scheffler said. 

".Wv- .V-':'. 

Tags: Halev Barbour. Herman Cain. Iowa caucuses. Iowa Faith and Freedom 
Coalition. John Bolton. Mike Huckabee. Mike Pence. Mitch Daniels, mitt romnev. 
Newt Ginprich. Rick Santomm. Ron Paul. Sarah Palin. Tim Pawlenty 



[Code of Federal Regulations] 
[Title 11, Volume 1] 
[Revised aS of January 1/ 2010] 
From the U.S. Government Printing Office via GPO Access 
-[CITE: IICFRIIO.13] 

[Page 183-184] 

TITLE 11—FEDERAL ELECTIONS 

CHAPTER I—FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 

PART 110_CONTRIB0TION AND EXPENDITORE LIMITATIONS AND PROHIBITIONS— 
Table of Contents 

Sec. 110.13 Candidate debates. 

^ (a) Staging organizations. (1) Nonprofit organizations described in 
^ 26 U.S.C 501 (c)(3) or (c)(4) and which do not endorse, support, or 
^ oppose political candidates or political parties may stage candidate 

debates in accordance with this section and 11 CFR 114.4(f). 
(2) Broadcasters (including a cable television operator, programmer 

or producer), bona fide newspapers, magazines and other periodical 
publications may stage candidate debates in accordance with this section 
and 11 CFR 114.4(f), provided that they are not owned or controlled by a 

Q political party, political conmittee or candidate. In addition, 
fSl broadcaaters (including a cable telavision operator, programmer or 
f>r| producer), bona fide newspapers,, magazines and other periodical 

publications, acting as press entities, may also cover or carry 
candidate debates in accordance with 11 

[[Page 184]] 

CFR part 100, subparts B and C and part 100, subparts D and E. 
(b) Debate structure. The structure of debates staged in accordance 

with this section and 11 CFR 114.4(f) is left to the .discretion of the 
staging organizations(s), provided that: 

(1) Such debates include at least two candidates; and 
(2) The staging organization(s) does not structure the debatea to 

promote or advance one candidate over another. 
(c) Criteria for candidate selection. For all debates, staging 

organization(s) must use pre-established objective criteria to determine 
which candidates may participate in a debate. For general election 
debates, staging organizations(s) shall not use nomination by a 
particular political party as the sole objective criterion to determine 
whether to include a candidate in a debate. For debates held prior to a 
primary election, caucus or convention, staging organizations may 
restrict candidate participation to candidates seeking the nomination of 
one party, and need not stage a debate for candidates seeking the 
nominatipn of any other political party or independent candidates. 

[61 FR 18051, Apr. 24, 1996; 61 FR 24533, May 15, 1996, as amended at 67 
FR 78681, Dec. 26, 2002] 
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Officeliolder/Professional Appearance 
at Corporation or Labor Organization 
Under certain drcumstances, a corporation or labor ' 
organiaation may sponsor an appearance by e candi­
date befi>re the general public. AOs 2004-14,1999-
2,1996-11 and l992-6.This type of appearance can 
occur under the following circumstances: 

Speaher Net Appearing as Candidate 
The speaker Is NOT appearing in his capacity as a 
federal candidate but rather as a current fiederal of­
ficeholder or as a lecturer. 

Issue Topia 
The speaker may speak about issues of interest to 
the sponsoring organization. Including legislative Is­
sues, but must avoid reference to the campaigpi. 

NoExpreisAApocacy 
Neither the speaker oor the cerpemtioft or labor 
orgonizatjon may expressly advocate the election or 
defeat of a deariy kl&itifkd condidate. 

No Solidtation 
Neither the speaker nor the corporation or Ubor 
orgonizotion may solicit contributions before, during 
or after the event 

SimihrOppononiti^NotReqoired 
Corporations and labor orgBnizadons need not 
provide other candkiates with similar opportunities 
to speak because the speaker is appearing in his/her 
professional capacity rather than as a candidate. 

Pranmlty to Elsctkm Day 
The appearance may occur at any time, even shortly 
before an election, because the speaker is not ap­
pearing to promote his/her candidacy. 

Press Coveiage 
The speaker- may participate in a press conference 
at or neer the site of the evencThe speaker may 
speak at the press conference regarding the issues 
discussed at the event under the following condi­
tions: f .. 

• The sponsoring organization may ioSntify^i i t 
may not use the press conference to endonse— 
the speaker as a oondSdoie. 

• Neither the speaker nor the sponsorir^ orga­
nization may expressly advocate the election or 
defeat of any candidote during the press confer­
ence. 

• The disbursements for the press confer­
ence muse be de minimis.That means that 

the sponsoring organization may contact only 
diose news or^nizadbns it customarily con­
tacts when holding |>ress conferences fbr otfier 
purposes. 

Riyinent of Tiavel Expenses 
The sponsoring oF]giniaation may pay the speaker^ 
travel expenses as fong as no part of the his/her trip 
is campaign related. If any campaign-related activlly 
is conducted at a stop^the entire stop is campaign 
related and travel expenses cannot be paid by the 
sponsoring orpnfaation.* A O 1996-11. 

Public Debates 
Sponsorship 
Candidate debates may be sponsored by a broad­
caster, a bona fide newspaper, a magazine or other 
periodical publication, or a tax-exempt nonprofit 
organization (a 501 (c)(3) or 501 (c)(4) organization) 
that neither supports nor opposes any candidate or 
party. I iai3(a) and 114.4(f)(2). 

Corporate Doaations 
A corporation or labor orgonizotion may donate funds 
to a tax-exempt nonprofit organization (a 501 (c)(3) 
or 501(c)(4) organization) that neither supports 
nor opposes any condbfote or party to defr^ the 
cost of staging a candidate debate. 114.4(0(1) 
(3). 

Debate Stnictnn 
The debates must be structured such that they de 
not promote or advance one candidate over anoth­
er; and they must indude at least two candidates, 
meeting lace to face. IICI 3(b). 

Candidate Seledhin 
The organization staging the debate must select 
the candidates based on pre-established objective 
criteria. Fbr primary elections, the organization may 
restrict candidates to those seeking the nomina­
tion of one party. For general elections, the staging 
org^ization may not use nomination by a particular 
party as the sole objective criterion. 110.13. 

6 In AO 1996-1 l.theoorporadonsponsoriiig the appear, 
ances of two offkeholden wbP were nmning fbr ra-elecdon 
could not pay the olllcBholders* travel expenses because the 
pr;pnization had knowlec|ge that the oiflcdiobfers' cam­
paigns were pbiming campalgn-rehced events at the ske of 
the appearance, ftyment of thdr travel expenses would hive 
consdtuied a prohibited corporate contribution. 
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Iowa's Republican National CommitteeDouui sent an e-mail diis week to a gay menota* Of his 
paity who is considering a run for president and told him he would woik overtime to ensure that 
his campaign aspirations are aborted. 

**You and the radical homosexual community want to harass supporters of REAL maniagc" 
Steve Schefiler wrote in SBI e-mail to Fred Karger, a longtime dvil rig|hts advocate in California 
who is gay and has announced he is ranning for president. **...! will woik overtime to hdp 
ensure that your political aspirations arc aborted rigjht here in Iowa." 
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Fred Karger 

Karger, the founder of Califomians Against Hate, said he is shocked that one of Iowa's highest-
lanking members of his party would express such disdain. 

'The fact that he made such hateful comments, I think is very offensive," Karger said. **I 
certainly think he owes me an apology." 

The e-mail sent to Karger was in response to a message by (Califomians Against Hate that 
outiined how Maine officials had ondered the National Organizatioa for Marriage to tum over the 
names of its donors in a recent «tate election. The group, better known as NOM, opposes equal 
maiiiage rights for same sex couples. 

The original message from Karger's group praised **tnitfa and transparency in politics." 

Scheffler acknowledged today that he wrote the e-mail but said he makes no apologies. 

*Tm not going to get involved in the presidential caucuses but Tm going to call a spade a 
spade," Schefiler said todayi **When you have somebody who is this fare out of tho mainstream 
of the political party, I'm just going to tell them what I tiiink." 



One Iowa, the state's largest civil rigjhts group for gay and lesbians, said the situation 
demonstrates intolerance within'the RepuUican Party. 

'The Iowa Republican party wants to portray themselves as a big tent party, but when it comes 
ligjht down to it leadeis like SchefiQer have ̂ wn little tolerance for those with different views," 
said Carolyn Jenison, the executive director ofi One Iowa. 'They've increashigly tried to purge 
their party of pro-eqaality Republicans like Karger said former Lt Gov. Joy Coming. This goes 
beyond mairiage. this is about excluding people from the political process." 

Steve Roberts, a past Republican national committeeman from Iowa, said there are no lules that 
mandate that committee representatives remain neutral among GOP candidates. Nonetheless, the 

^ general feeling is that they do remain neutral, he said. 
rrl 
fsjl Roberts said he made siinilar comments to Kerger that his campaign would be a long-shot in 
M Iowa but did it tactfully and did not threaten to woik against him. . 

^ 'T think everybody that wants to participate should probably have the opportunity," Roberts said. 
D 
fvi Matt Strawn, chairman of the Republican Party of Iowa, did not return a phone call about 
^ Scheffler's e-mail. Danielle Plogmann, Communications Director for the Republican Party of 

Iowa, said Strawn was out of die office Thursday and that this issue is not one that he wants to 
comment upon. 

Noim Steizenbaidi, executive director of the Democratic Party of Iowa, asked if anyone from the 
state's Republican Party has *Ue moral compass to disavow these comments?" 

**It's embanassing that someone like SchefHer is claiming to represent Iowa and it's unfortunate 
that Karger is tiying lo belong to a party that will never accept him," Sterzenbach said. *Towa is a 
progressive and tolerant state and it's disgraceful to the people of Iowa to daim they would 
support Scheffler's kind of intolerance." 

Here's Scfaefiler's e-mail to Karger as sent from his BlackBerry. 

You doni care about transparency-you and the radical homosexual community want to harass 
supporters of REAL marriage. I am the Republican National Committeeman for Iowa. As a 
private citizen and knowing literally thousands of caucus goers, I will woik overtime to hdp 
ensure that your political aspuations are aborted right here in Iowa. Have you studied our past 
caucuses-you have NO chance here in Iowa! 

Tags: Carolyn Jenison. Fred Karger. jov coming. Norm Steizenbach. One Iowa. Republican 
Partv of Iowa. Steve Scheffler 
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oSjaiĜ SllgŜ ĵDiî  h ^ 4k»v th r̂ssjponSd)̂ : TA$ p îijb^ our 
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.»dfc,ajRŝ terr|%"iHr̂ .̂.,ĝ  
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 
Washington, DC 20463 

November 10,1986 
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CERTIFIED MAIL 
RETURN RECEIPT REOUESTED 

ADVISORY OPINION 1986-37 

J. Cutis Heige, Esquire 
Herge, Spaiks, Christopher & Biondi 
8201 CSreensboro Drive, Suite 200 
McLean, VA 22102 

Dear Mr. Herge: 

This responds to your letter of September 23,1986, on behalf of the National 
Conseivative Foundation, requesting an advisory opinion conceming application of fhe Federal 
Election C!ainpaign Act of 1971, as amended ("tiie Act"), and Commission regulations to the 

. financing and sponsorsbip of a convention that will include a nonpartisan candidate debate.' 

You state tiiat the National Conservative Foundation ("the Foundation") was organized 
under the Virginia Nonstock Oiiporation Act on June 13,1978; John T. Dolan was the 
incorporator. The Foundation is an organization exempt fiom Federal taxation imder 26 U.S.C. 
S01(c)(3). Section 501(c)(3) grants tax-exempt status to coiporations and foundations organized 
and operated exdnsivdy for religitnis, diaritable, or educationad puiposes (among otims) and 
"whidi does notpaiticipato in, or uitervene in (including the publishing or distributing of 
statements), any political campaign on behalf of ain/ candidate for public ofRce." 26 U.S.C. 
S01(cX3). This statutory prohibition is also contained in the Foundation's articles of 
incorporatioiL These articles also state that the Foundation's corporate puiposes indude die 
sponsorship of public discussion groups, panels, lectures, and forums in ¥diich membeis of the 
public,, governmental leaders, and others participate and exchange views on public issues and the 
. political stmcture of the United States. 

' You have inootporatcd by refiBrence documents you submitted with respect to Advisoiy Opinion 1986-26. These 
docnnBBts include the Fo«mdalion*s articles of incorporation, its by-laws, and the letter from the Internal Revenue 
Service granting the Foundation tax-exempt status under 26 U.S.C. S01(cX3). 



You further note that the Foundation "has not established a political committee, or 
separate segregated fund, and it does not support, endorse or qppose political candidates or 
political parties." The Foundation has no menibcrs, and its offices are located at 1001 Prince 
Street, Alexandria, Viigiuia. Its officers are John T. Dolan (chaiman of the board and president), 
Maisefle Shortley (vice president), and L. Brent Boaell, III (secretary aud treasurer). You note 
that Mr. Dohm is also chainnan of the National Conaervative Political Aotiea Conimittee 
("NCPAC"), whidi has registered with tbe Commission as a ncmcomiectcd political committee. 

You state that the Foundation plans to organize and sponsor a nonpartisan forum, to be 
known as the National Conservative Convention X"tfae convention"). Members of the general 
public, governmental leaders, and others will be invited to participate in the convention fbr the 
puipose of identil̂ ing, discussing, and adopting positions on various foreign and domestic public 

^ policy issues. The convention will be held over a three-day period in inid-1987. During ihe 
conventioii, attendees wiU listen to and question both technical experts and govemmental 

fN leaders, engage in an intemhaoge of views, and have nn oppertonity te adiqit a collective portion 
Nl on fiueign and domestic public policy issues. The convention will indude speeches, workshops, 
^ hearings, and seminars. Ynu state that the convention is to be both an educational fisrum, in 
^ which the individud participants noay leam and formulate their own conclusions about various 
fsj public policy issues, and a forum in which, they make tiidr individud and collective views on 
H sudi issues public. You add that the purposes of the convention are intended to have no direct 

relationship to, or bearing upon, the 1988 presidentid nomination or election process, which will 
include the separate, independent development of party committee platforms by separate bodies 
ofddegates. 

Ml 

As port of the convention agendâ  the Foundation phnis to indnde a sciies of separate 
addresses to the assembled attendees by those individuals who, at the time the convention is 
held, are candidates or possible candidates for President of the United States in the 1988 
presidential election cycle. This series of separate addresses will be stractured and presented as a 
nonpartisan candidate dd)ate, and will be staged as follows: 

(1) The Foundation will invite every individud affiliated with the two major political 
parties who is or may be a candidate for nomination fi>r President The criteria for determining 
whidi individuals are invited to paitidpate in this dd)atB are (i) whether the individual has 
î t̂ered a prindpd campaign committee with fhe Commission with respect to the 1988 
presidentid election or (ii) whether Ihe individud has pifblicly annooiiced the formation of an 
exidoratoty er testing-the-waters committee.̂  

(2) Eadi invitee will be allowed to speak to the assembled attendees at the convention for 
20 minutes on a topic or topics of his or her sdection.̂  At the end of tiiis address, there will be a 
IS-nunute question and answer session with-questions beiiag asked by attendees fiom the 

• ' You note in your request that fitrmergoveiiiorPieneDuFODt IV has fcgisiered a pm j wifh the Commission and-lhat Vice Preaident George Budi, fbmier senator Howard Baker, and the Rsv. Pat I Robeitsmi have publicly announced the finrnaticm of e9q)lMatoiy or tcstin̂ lhe-walers committees. Thus, there is a | reas(Miable esqiectation that your proposed candidate debate will include at least two candidates under Uiis criteria. ' You state ̂ t each candidate vnll be asked to notify the Foundation in advance ofthe conventkin of the tide of his or her address so that it may be included in the oonventkmprograiiL 



convention floor. There will be a moderator who will not comment on the questions ior otherwise 
make comments that imply approvd or disapprovd of any of these invitees. 

(3) Eadi invitee will deliver his or her address from fhe podium on die dais on the 
convention floor. Specific portions of the convention agenda wQt be set eside for tiiese addresses 
so tfant ooch invitee will be given a compavdile time fer his or her address, sudi as 10 ajn., 2 
p.m., or 4 p.m. Candidates or potentid candidates who participate in thiadebate will dso not be 
schedded as luncheon or dinner speakers or speakers at the public policy woikdiops, hearings, 
and seminars that make up the convention agenda. You dso state that the setting for the debate 
will not promote or advance one candidate over another, and that each candidate will have an 
opportunity to make his or her presentation in a neutral, fiur, and impartid manner. 

iD 
^ (4) Ihe Foundation will not pay any honorarium to any candidate or potentid candidate 

who participates m the debate or pay sudi candidate or his or her accompanying staff for 
transportation, travel, and lodg^ expenses. 3̂ 

S (S) The Foundation will not pennit the convention attendees to engage in any public 
^ demonstration or display on tiie convention floor in support of or opposition to any candidate, 
r̂ j The Foundation will dso not permit any solidtation of fiinds or contributions for any caodidate 
H or candidate's coinmittee. You further assure that the Foundation will not sponsor, co-sponsor, or 

have any monetary or other involvement with any activities involving any candidate or politicd 
coinmittee before, during, or after the convention. 

You ask these questions: 

(1) Will the sponsorship and financing of a Nationd (Conservative Convention by the 
-Foundation constitute contributions and expenditures under 2 U.S.C. 441b? 

(2) Will the proposed appearances by presidentid candidates constitute a nonpartisan 
candidate debate under 11 CFK 110.13 and 114.4(e)? 

(3) May presidentid candidates who participate in the ddiate be identified as candidates 
in thdr introductions and in the convention literature? 

(4) May contributions to defiay the cost ofthe convention be accq)ted fiom corporations, 
govemment contractois, fordgn nationals, nnd individuals without regard to 2 U.S.C.-441a, 
441b, 441c, and 441e? 

(5) Are there any additiond requirements with respect to the convention? 

The Act prohibits a corporation, mdudingrajponprofit corporation, fifom making 
contributions or expenditures in connection witii a'T̂ 'ediBrd election. 2 U.S.C. 441b(a). This 
prohibition indudes both direct and indirect payments or gifts of money, services, or anythmg of 

- value to a candidate. 2 U.S.C. 441b(b)(2). The Act, however, permits a coiporation to establish 
and admimster and to solicit vohmtaiy contributions to a sqiarate segregated fund to be utilized 

See also 2 U.S.C. 441a(a): 441c; and 44]e. 



for politicd puiposes. 2 U.S.C 441b(bX2)(C); 11 CFR 114.5. Conunission regulations also 
permit a corporation to use its treasury fiinds to sponsor and finance campdgn-related 
appearances by candidates in limited dreurastances and before certain, defined groups of 
persons. See 11 CFR 114.3 and 114.4. 

You have presented the public appearances of presidentid candidates at the Foundation's 
proposed convention as a nonpartisan candidate debate. Conomission regulations specifically 
provide that a qualified nonprofit coqioration's sponsorship and financing of such debates is 
within the exemptions to the Acfs prohibition on corporate contributions and expenditures. See 
11 CFR 110.13 and 114.4(e). The regulations further state tiiat the structure of candidate debates 
is left to the discretion of tiie staging organization provided that the debates uiclude at least two 

^ candidates and are noniiartisan m that fhey do not promote or advance one candidate over 
^ anotiier. 11 CFR 110.13(b). 
fM 
fN The Oimmission notes that your proposed candidate debate features individual 

appearances by each of the candidates at separate times over the course of the convention rather 
1̂  than concurrent, fiice-to-&ce appearances. Sudi fiice-to-face appearances or confrontations have 
^ historicdly been an inherent diaracteristic of candidate debates since the prototypicd Lincoln-
^ Dougllas Debates in 1858 and, more recentiy, the preddentid debates in 1960,1976,1980, and 
H 1984.̂  Althougjh the fixrmat aid structure oftfaese debates varied fiom one instance to another, 

the common element in all of them was a fiice-to-fiice coiifi:ontation. The Commisdon's 
nonpartisan candidate debate regulations were drafted with this historicd, traditiond concqit of 
candidate debates in mind. Accordingly, the Commisdon does not view your proposed candidate 
appearances as constituting a candidate debate. 

Thus, your description of these eandldate appearances preseats the broader question 
whether the Foundation's proposed sponsorship of̂  and proposed means of financing, the 
convention will constitute contributions or expenditures in connection with a Federd election-. 
See 2 U.S.C. 441b. As the Comnussion stated in Advisory Opimon 1986-26, it has addressed, in 
a variety of circumstances, whether or not the sponsorship of public appearances by individuals 
who are candidates fi>r Federd office were campdgn related. The Conmiission has taken fhe 
position that public appeanmces by'candidates at sudi events as charitd)le functions, public 
affiura programs, constituent service activities, and testimomalk, or as part of their private 
employment will, ueverlfaeless, be campd^ related if sudi events include any express advocacy 
of die dection or defeat of any candidate or fhe solidtation of contributions to any candidate m-
poiiticd committee. Tlie Coosmissioa has dso oonclnded tfant the absence of express advocacy or 
SQlidtotions will not predude a deteimmation that public appearances by candidates are 
campaign related. See opimons cited at page 6 of Advisoiy Opinimi 1986-26 (Advisory Opinions 
1984-13,1982-16,1981-37,1980-89,1980-22,1980-16,1978-4, and 1977-42). 

You intend to invite individuds appelated with the two major potiticd parties to addiess 
the convention and to answer questions fid&i the floor of the convention. You plan to invite tiiese 

' See generally. The Past and Future of Prendential Debates (A. Ranney ed. 1979) at pp. 1-SO. The cited article, by 
EvnmM.Kiriqiatrick, deals primarily with the 1960 ddwtes, but it also refers to the Deweŷ tasscaddMte in the 
1948 Or̂ on primary, Ifie Slevenson-Kefiniver dd»te in the 19S6 Floridaprimory, and the Kennedy-aimu|)hrey 
debate in the 1960 West Virginia priinary as fiaicoinners of preseofr̂ ay presidential debates. 



individuals on the bads of thenr candidacy or potentid candidacy for die Presidency in 1988, in 
that you will invite all individuals associated witl̂ the two major parties who have dther 
registered a prindpd campdgn committee witii the Omimission or have publicly announced the 
fomiatitm of an exploratoiy committee with respect to the 1988 preddentid nomination or 
election. Yenr efaaiaEterization of these appearancea as a eandidate debate fiuther indicates that 
thek appearances are related to the 1988 presidential campdgo. The damiidates will be dlowed 
to addiess the convention on any topic or topics of their own dioosing and, presumably, may 
discuss or advocate their own candidacy as part of their remoiks. Your question whether these 
candidates may be identified as candidates in theu: introductions and m the convention literature 
also implies that the appearances are intended to be campaign related. In these respects, your 
proposed activity is similar to that addressed in Advisory Opimon 1984-13 and leads to the 

^ similar condusion that our proposed candidate appearances vrill be canspaign related.^ 

^ This conclusion is not dtered by the Foundation's iutention that it Will not peimit public 
04 denionstrationsfiomtheflooroftheconventiontosupportoropposeaiiy candidate and will not 
Nl pennit any express advocacy oftiie election or defeat of ony candidate or the aolidtation of 
^ contributioiis to any candidate or candidate's eommittee. It is also not altered by the Foundation's 
^ promise that it will not pay any honorariiun to any candidate or will not roimburse any candidate 
fS} or accompanying staff fbr transiKiitation, travel, and lodgmg expenses, and will not engage in 
r?i any activities with any candidate or politicd committee before, during, or afier the convention. 

The Commisdon notes that similar fiictois were dso absent in Advisory ()pinion 1984-13. 

Acconlinglly, the Foundation's sixmsorship and financing of the convention will 
constitute contributions or expenditures wilhin the meaning of 2 U.S.C. 441b and, tfans, will be 
prohibited unless specifically exempted by the Act and regulations. Commisdon regdations 
permit a corporation, including a notquofit' corporation, to sponsor cither partisan or nonpartisan 
candidate appearances befine the specified groups but not befi>re the generd public. See 11 CFR 
1143(c)(2) and 1 ]4.4(aX2). The Foundation has no members and plans for the convention to be 
open to die generd public rather than limited to the specified groups for either partisan or 
nonpartisan candidate appearances. Therefine, these exeniptions are not applicable to the 
Foundation's proposed convention. As discussed above, tiie proposed activity dso does not 
qudify for the nonpartisan candidate debate exemption. Since the Foundation may not use its 
own fiinds to defiay the costs oftiie convention, the Commission need not reach any questions 
regardmg the sources ofthe Foundation's funds. 

The CCommisdon emphasizes that it does not puipoit to express any opimon with respect 
to the Foundation's qualifications for tax-exempt status under 26 U.SXC. 501 (cX3) or any other 
tax ramifications, since such questions are outdde its jurisdiction. 

— — : re?CX • « 
* Your situatkm differs fiom that m Advî d̂  Opinion 1984-13 m that (he Foundation is a S01(c)(3) organization 
whereas'the requestor in Advisoiy Opimon 1984-13 was a tnde association. In oddidcMi, you have cited Revenue 
Ruling 86-95,1986-32IJLB. 4, m support of your poshion. This revenue ruling, wliich conchided that a proposed 
public finum featuring Federal candidates woidd meet the noiqMfftisan test for S01(c)(3) oigBnizatUMBS, dealt with . 
only the qpedfic fectual situatioD addressed in tlie ruling. Furthermore, the reoogniticm <tf a qp^^ 
S01(cX3) or̂ izations in Commisskm regulatitms does not extend to qponsoring snd financing campaign-related 
public appearanees by candidates other than under the noupaitisan candidate ilebale regulations. 



This reqmnse constitutes an advisory opinion concerning application of the Act, or 
regulations prescribed by the Commisdon, to fiie spedfic transaction or activity set forth in your 
request See 2 U.S.C. 437f. 

Sincerdyyouis, 

(signed) 

JoanD. Aikens 
Chairman fiir the 
Federd Election Commission 

<M Endosures (AOs 1986-26 and 1984-13) 
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Gay riglits champion aims to become 
Republican presidential candidate 
Fred Karger has already launched a campaign for the nomination 
in the key states of Iowa and New Hampshire 

PanlHwriaNewYoik -
U K ObMivcr, SoBdqr >3 Mmniy 90U 

Fired Kuger, agayemdidate (br tbifiRqmbHcan pctideuliil uoniinatioii, carapolpis at a town liall meeliag ia Keene, 
NewHampshne Fhotngr̂ h: Matdiew Cavanangli 

F^d Karger walked into a coffee Aop in Manhattan loddng every inch tiie sort of man 
who wants to be a Repubiican preadentid candidate. 

The long-time "(kand Old Party" rqierative, who has served three different RepubUcan 
presidents,' had dose-croiq)ed grey hdr aid wore a sharp blue business sdt. He 
clutched a fdder of campaign Utentore aid handed out a T-shirt emblazoned witii 
Iowa 2012". But one key detail made Kaiger a littie different in a Republican fidd 
swilling with names like Jeb Bush, Mitt Romney, Sarah Palin and Mike Huckabee. On 
bbsuitlapd Kaiger wore a badge pdring tiie Stars and Stripes vdtii tiie rainbow 
colours of tiie gay yi^ts movemenL 

Kaiger, 61, ndiose 2012 pieadential ei^loratoiy cominittee is perhaps the fiirtiiest 
advanced of any potentid RqniUican candidate, is openly gay. When he ofiidalfy 
dedares his run, he will not rally be tiie first gay Republican preadentid candidate but 
also the first sndi candidate firom any political party in American histoiy. 1 am a fig^iter 
and I am tiying to chaiige tiie Reĵ diUcan party aid to open it ̂ p to everybody 
gsy person left the Republican p a ^ and went to tiie Democrats, t ^ 
bdieve in smallec federd govemment and persond reqxniabilily just like my hero, 
Rrodd Reagan," Kuger sdd over a chicken sdad sandnricfa and a cola. 

There is no donbtiiig Kaigei's RqniUican credentials. He has spent his life working for 
tfaeparty'8canseasatppStraigpsLllkeKai!Rrwerhe%rasadisdpleoftfae 
oontroversaal Republican tactidan Lee Atwater. Indeed, Karger played a key rde in 
puUiddng the "Willie Horton" adverts that destroyed the Democratic candidate 
Midiael Ddcakis in 1988. Horton was a jailed murderer let out on a Dukakis-badced 
wedsend release programine in Massachusetts who committed armed robbeiy, assault 



and rape whfle athnge- Kaigar tmirod the coantiy witfi rabtives of Horton's victiins,-md i-aae rfi«-»t-'n,«» r-..-j»" .. -.• 
deding a fetd Uow to Dukaikî s image. He does not regret it for a moment "No, not in 
the least," he sdd with a smile. 

But there is, obviousfy, doubt over Kaigei's chances in a fidd likdy to be dominated fay 
petqple witii higher name leoogmtion who are heteiosexnals in a paity witii a domii^ 
snrid conaervative wmg. Yet K a i ^ is alreadv at work in Iowa and New Hampshire, the 
key fhst states in the nomiiiation piocess. He has dated Iowa five times and New 
Hampdiire utiaies In the past year. He has had aired TV adverts (the ody potential 
candidate ID do so) and heM tavm him meetingB» attmcted vohmteois and even biied 

He is bluntiy honest about tiie fact that he is a virtud unknown. His campaign dogan 
adoniing tire T-aliiits, badges and fiidiees he gives out adcs: "Fkedwho?"Yetit'sa 
Strategy that has eamed him a wave of positive press coveiage, induding a profile in the 

rri Wadiington Post Kaiger knows that wmmng the 2012 Republican nomination as a 
P' pnwdprodalmedgiQr man is a loiig shot Butgettiiig in the televised candidate debatra 
^ nughtiiotbe.BythespringhewiUprobabtyhavea90undoperatioii,amed^ 
^ oampaign funds in tiie baiik, a Staff and a headquarters. That wfllaBow Kaiger to put 
1̂  gay ridds, indiding gay inamage, on the tabfeia a party thai iMudlyra 
^ vritfi W««!ly A'ym'aniig thmn Tn way tha Ipaal-, it- wai mahg intereating viewing an^ 

^ imseltte dw big names. "I win take tiloglovea off if necessary," he said. He beUeveshî  
canqnign ean idse $5m. 

SSince eomihg ont severd years agp̂  Karger has been a vocd campaigner for gay lidits 
and a hi;^pnifile critic of oEsamsatioiiŝ  especially tlie Mormon diurch, that oppose 

g^ marriage. 

Perhaps, then, itis no wonder the Republican establishment is trying its best to exdude 
hhn. Last wedŝ s meetmg ofthe influentid Gcmservative Pditicd Action Coinmittee in 
Washington did not invite Kaiger to speak, though Kaiger used the snub to generate 
media attention to his cause. "I cannet he^ but thaiik that I have beeo exduded solely 
bacanse I happen to be gay.. I am not some two-headed monster. I want to squash the 
anti-ĝ y ifaetorie," he said. 

During Us trips to Iowa and New Hampdiire; dcen qpeddngto gay student groupŝ  
Kaiger nnticed tiiat he was getting n lot of emaila finm yomig gay peoĵ e saying bis 
amibitioiis had hdped tiieir lives where they feoed prqudice and bullying. Kaiger 
remembered feding isdated vdioi he was doseted for most of his life and does not 
want others to gn tiinrad> that experience. Havmg an opedy gay man nm for the 
preadency ia wtd, he believes, even If he fails. 

He says tiie ̂ mbdism of paving the ŵ y is important, just like it has been with 
pioneering but dtimatety unsuoeesshil women sndi as Hillaiy Clintmi and Uadc 
candidates like the Rev Jesse Jadeson. Somewhere in America, Kaiger hopes, a young 
g^ person wiH see hisFf̂ andthidi: lean do that, too, one day. "Iam ddng this for ' fbisi 
younger pe(q[de," says llSSrger. "I am fine now. I am happy in my ddn. But when I was 
grovringupit was hdl. I dcm̂  want anyone to go tiirough tiiat That is what motivates 
me to make my vdce heard. No more Mr Nice Gay." 

• The fiiDowing onrectimi was printed in the Obseivei's Fw the record column, Sunday 
20 Februaiy 20U. We described Fted Kaiger as the first gay preddentid candidate, 
oveilooking Joan Jett Blakk who ran in 1992 and 1996 on the Queer Nation party tidreL 

Baarfiaiixoaik®.GaanBanIleii«saiidlfedblinitedMii 
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"i.Caiididate excluded from Iowa debate: Muscatine-based lowans for Tax 
Relief and the Iowa Christian Alliance group blocks candidate from 
presidential forum 
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Candkiate exchided from Iowa debate: Muscatine-based lowans for Tax Relief and the Iowa Christian Alliance 
group blocks candidate fixim presidential fisrum 
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MUSCATINE, towa - Texas congressman Ron Paul's campaign said Tuesday that a Muscatine-based 
tax relief group has excluded the presidential candidate from participating in its June 30 forum in Des 
Moines. 

Campaign chairman Kent Snyder aaid the GOP candidate learned Tuesday he was not and wouldn't 
be invited to participate in the forum heated by bwans for Tax Relief and the Iowa Christian Alliance. 

"If they didn't call us—some of our supporters—we probably wouldn't have known anything," Snyder 
said Wednesday. 

According to the Web site for lowans for Tax Relief, candidates who will take part in tiie forum include 
Kansas Sen. Sam Brownback, Califomia Sen. Duncan Hunter, former Arkansas govemor Mike 
Huckabee, former Massachusetts governor Mitt Romney, Colorado congressman Tom Tancredo and 
former Wisconsin govemor Tommy Thompson. 

Snyder said̂ î aul's campaign manager Lew Moore contacted bwans for TaxiaRelief s executive vice 
president, Ed Failor Jn of Muscatinê  on Tuesday to see whetiier the campaign had misplaced or 
overiooked an invitation. 

"To our shock, Mr. Failor told us Dr. Paul was not invited; he was not going to be invited; and he would 
not be allowed to participate. And when asked why, Mr. Failor refused to explain. The call ended," 
Snyder wrote in a post on Paul's campaign Web site. 

Failor could not be reached by the Muscatine Journal Wednesday for comment, and a message left at 



.his office was not imrnediately r̂ tunried. :r-5i3.-"v..-- - - i . : 

Failor told WHO newsradio in Des Moines on Wednesday ttiat several ottier candidates were not 
invited to the forum, and decisions on who could attend were made monttis ago by drawing a "line of 
credibility." The interview witti Failor and Snyder can be fbund online at 
http:/Avww.mickelson.llbsyn.com/ and clicking ttie "Wednesday June 20 20b7" link. The interview 
begins at at 1:01:16. 

Snyder said ttiat even if he accepts Failor's reasoning, "the political landscape has changed. Dr. Paul 
is much more popular now lhat he ever was." 

A Gallup poll on June 18 showed Paul witti 2 percent of the vote, putting him on par witti Tommy 
Thompson, Hunter and Brownback but trailing five ottier candidates. Former New York mayor Rudy 

^ Giuliani led Republicans with 28 percent, followed respectively by actor Fred Thompson, Arizona Sen. 
fN John McGaui, Romney and Newt Gingrich. 

^ Snyder said Paul has experienced a surge in Web-based popularity, on sites such as MySpace and 
*f YouTube. 

^ He said Paul has a strong record of voting for tax relief measures and pro-life, both of which are sure to 
be issues at the forum given its sponsor organizations. 

Paul visited Iowa once last winter, Snyder said, and is "making a sincere, serious effort to take part in 
ttie straw poll." 

j Contact Jennifer Meyer at 563-262-0525 or Jennifer.meyer@muscafinejoumal.cem. 
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Crashing the party: Republican strategist 
tumed gay rights activist ponders a White 
House run 

1 Tip for a tiny belly: 

down a bit 
of your belly 
everyday by 

following this 
1 weird dd tip 

ByDanZdc 
Waddnglton Post Staff Writer 
Wednesday. Fdraiy 2,2011; 12:31 PM 

ON ROUIB 202, N JI. — Ihe candidate cant find his lane. Ihe road 
is a ciunchy caipet of snow. The candidate drifts too fiur to tiie right 
The rumble strip ratties his car. The candklate drifts too fiur to the left 

"I can*t tdi where — " he says, squinting into the swirimg void. 

"We're in tiie middle of the mad," says his researdi assistant cahdy. 

The car stereo belts the Act 1 finale firom the Broadway musicd " Widced," which is about the Wicked Witch of the 
West and how she chose Evil to get ahead but then diose Good because that's how all fiibles end. 

The candidate—the man behmd the wheel, the man idio can't find his lane — is a giuy named Fred. He's exploring the 
possibility of runnmg for preddent of the United States. 

He is doing this as an openly gay Republican who's never held elective ofiBce, using money he amassed as a 
conservative consultant who hdped toipedo Michael Dukakis with the Willie Horton ads in 1988 and woiked for the 
tobacco industiy to stave off smoking bans fai Califonua m the '90s. 

Fred Karger, 61, is a mce guy. 

He wants his countiy to see that He wants young gay people to see bun nm for preddent. He'd be the first-ever openly 
gay preddentid candidate for a major party if he formally declares. He can see hmiself as the moderate voice in a 
debate crowded with hard-liners. 

He has visited New Hampshire more than any other presidentid prospector m this young election cycle. This skiddy 
late-mgiiit ride fiom a gathering m Keene to Us Concord hotel is part ofhis 11th trip to the state in tiie past year. He's 
dingshottipg around, hosting tiny town halls, collecting volunteers one by one and anangmg cofifee dates ̂ dth policy 
experts, acadenucs and state politknans. 

This is not a stuit, Fred insists. 

« « * 

A vital and mideading amendment to the American dream is "Anyone Can Grow Up to Be Preskleiit." 

The redity, of course, is that anyone can run finr presklent Initially, it costs $0, plus the time required to file with the 
Federd Election Commisdon. The list of2008 preddentid candidates is 366 people tong. It includes Hillary Rodham 
Clmton (Democratic Party), who's fiillowed l ^ Temperance Aledia Lance-Council (party: Unknown); Rudolph W. 
Ghdiam is just ahiead of His Royd Majesty Caesar St. Augustine dc Buonaparte, vdio, according to news clippmgs, 
declared himself emperor ofthe United S t̂es ui 1996. -

But to become preskient, one needs mcmey (Barack Obama raised over half a billion dollais) and mantras ("change," 
"hope," etc.) and the media (your message here). 



. Fred has fiisbees. • : 

And stickers featuring his slightly akbrashed face. Fred has retirement money, which he's burning at a rate of between 
$20,000 and $30,000 a month on his ahnost-campaign. And T-diirts featuring a New Hampshue license pktte that reads 
"FREDWHO?" And customized pins that cross tiie American flag witii the rainbow one. 

And Fred has pizza. Where there is pizza, there are college students. 

He draws 25 of them to abasement meeting room at the University of New Hampdiire m Duriiam last Tuesday, and 
about a dozen Dartmouth College Republicans to a oonforence roomia Hanover the foUowing night. Hia tortoisediell 
glasses, gray wool suits and previous acting experience might win him a walk-on part as John Slattery's older brothcn nn 
"Mad Men." He runs thnoigfi his biography* outlines his rickety platform (a 28th amendment to lower the voting age, 
education reform to make school "more interesting") and compares himself to Shirley Chidiolm, the first black woman 
elected to Congress, who ran for president in 1972. 

^ Chisfaohn: Obama:: Fred: The first qpedy gay preddent of the Umted States. 
Q 
^ "I know this sounds cnay," he acknowledges to the studentŝ  vfbo regard him with ardied eyebrows and the occadonal 
^ nod. "Why am I here?" 
fN 
^ Because tiie GOP needs a pro-choice, antiwar, fireedom-for-all, spendthrift compromiser inspired by Nelson 
^ Rockefeller and Teddy Roosevelt, he says. 
© 
^ The actud deliveiy of this message isnt as clean. His stunq) speech is more of a meander that dways boomerangs bad̂  
^ to his retirement hobby: crusading against Prop 8, the Mormon Church and the Nationd Organization fbr Marriage. 

The smdents who show up for Fred seem nostdgic foF a big-tent GOP tiiey haveni experienced in thek lifetmies. But 
the tent Fred imagines may be a little too Uig. 

"I think he's a fascinataig candidate," says Daitmoutfa semor Katie Pine, 21, a govemmem major who stopped by the 
Hanover event because she wonders idiere all the moderates have gone. "He's charming and charismatic, but he 
sounds like a Democrat to me." 

1 condder myself a moderate like my boss and mentor, Ronald Reagan," Fred is fi>nd of saying. "You're never going to 
agtee 100 percent with any candidate. Tm more toward the center, and New Hampdiire is a centrist state." 

It also rewards long-diot candidates who log miles and shake hands. Junmv Carter, a viitud unknown before the 1976 
canipdgn, turned New Hampshire into a launching pad witii a "Jimmy Who?" strategy. Pat Bndianan, who'd never 
been elected m piibiic offioe, won the pdmaiy hi 1996. John McCain and HiHaiy Clinton, hanqsered bry estabtidnnent 
baggage, staged comebacks here m 2008 by dropping their guards and reveting in retail politics. 

That's what Fred is domg. His god is to get mto a debate and nudge the OOP's conversation, like Rep. Ron Paul 
• fRrTex.1 did in 2008. He wants to make other candidates answer for their statements (or lack thereof) on gay rights. He 
wants to cradi the party. 

* * * 

On April 10,1972, Fred ganked a security bodge, talked Ins way rato the Dorothy ChandloF Pavilion in Los Angeles 
and wdked onstage witii a herd of cdebrities to sahite Chariie Chaplin. Fred stood between Raquel Wefch and 
Ann-Margret as the silent film star received an honoraiy Oscar. 

Typicd Fred. Fred likes a challenge, and the spotlight He likes to find a way around the word "no," to network above 
his paygrade. As a hi^ schooler growing up in Glencoe, Ul., Fred would dress up, take the tram into Chicago, wahz 
into formal banquets and enjoy a fimcy meal as if he belonged. 

"He loved to be the center of attention, but also the engineer behind the scenes," says his good firiend Gaiy Wolfson, 



' who Stte'hded high school and the University of Denver with Fred, "ife always'tdlsiidbifle he was a bless ̂ 16wrofidudc 
ofhim more as the class mstiĝ tor." 

He wasnt a standout student or athlete, but his Eddie Haskell nature was a fit for politics. He phone-banked fbr Nelson 
Rodcefeller's 1964 presidentkd campaign and woiked for Charles Percy's 1966 and 1972 Senate campdgns. Intent on 
cloakmg his sexuality finmi his Chkago life, he bought a red Cougar convertible at ag? 23 and drove it to Los Angeles 
upjder the gdse of becoming an actor. 

In a span of three yearŝ  he was a passenger m "Airport 1975" and a model for an Edge shavmg cream commercid 
directed by Joim Hugjhca, and he won a reemring mie on a "Welcome Back, Kotter" qnnoff that never ahed. 

His heart was in politics, though and he got a foot in the door at the Dolphin Group, a feared and revered consulting 
fum fiir conservative candidates and causes. For 27 years he specialized in opposition research, digging up unsavoiy 
fiicts that could dnk opponents and sway public opmion. He worked on Reagnn's '80 and '84 campdgns dongside | 
firebrand Lee Atwater. He toured the relatives of William Horton's victuns around the countiy m '88 to spin an 

gp exaggerated narrative about Diikakis's stance on crime. Fred fougjht anti-smoking oidinances for big tobacco in fhe '90s 
P by peddling polling data that was criticized bv some elected officials and academics fbr being unscientific and 
H deceptive. 

"Fred doesn't smoke, but he would show up at these Philip Morris-related events with a fidce cigarette- in his mouth, 
(I land of tongue-and-cheek, keqnng a sense of humor," says Nicholas Thimmesch II, a semor writer in the Reagan 
* 7 admimstration and longtime Wadiinglon media considtant. "He may not even have thought soioking was a good thing, 
^ but he did believe Philqi Morris had a legitimate gripe against ridiculous tobacco lawsuits and restaurant smoking bans. 
^ I thiiik Fred enibraces freedom, and that goes for the fieedom to be married." 

But he led a double lifis for decades: Savvy, strdght-aoting strategist at work, gay man who had long-teim rekitiondiips 
and wrote checks to LGBT causes at home. 

"It was hell," Fred says. "I was so micomfortable and so cautions.... I woidd go m gay pride parades and dways look 
fbr cameras, and hide in the background I had a fit if my picture was taken." 

These two lives didnt unite until a couple of years after he retired at age 53. He wanted to "̂ ve back" and do 
somethmg "agnificam." so in 2006 he organized a locd codition to save a historic eav bar near his residence m Lagima 
Beach, Calif. In 2008 he formed the nonprofit Califomians Against Hate to'battie Propositkm 8. the state'constitutiond 
amendment banniiig same-sex marriage. He used his opposition-research skills to launch a bovcott of San Diego 
hotelierDoug Manchester and diamethe.Moiinon Church for fimneUng cadi to advance Prop 8. 

"Fred in his'fiber undeistnnds coafition buildmg and leverage," says Rick Jacobs, chaiiman of the Courage CampdgH, 
an equality advocacy oigndzation in California. "One of fhe reasons I tinok iiis preddential candidacy is a littie less 
than qdxotic is because he's so focused, so good at gettinghis message out If you mix togetiier someone who really 
knows politics and has a point to make, and someone who's a relentless optimist, how do you dismiss that?" 

During the Prop 8 fig^t, he divined the ultimate party crash, the splashiest way to make a point, the biggest idea of dl: a 
nm at the White House. He cradied the Southem Republican Leaderdiip Conference in April to announce the 
possibilitv ofhis candidacy. In July he incoiporated his exploratory conimittee and started meetmg with the leadership 
of any L0BT, Democratic or Repiiblican organization ̂ did-̂ dd see him 

"This is uncharted teiritoiy," says R. Cknke Cooper, executive direcmr ofthe Log Cdibin Republicans. "Front a liistoric 
standpoint, you icodd look at hk candidacy as a bridging of different genomtiens.... Mâ be ids mere jmssence will 
tone down potentid ifactoric. It's veiy difficah fnr someone te talk negotively about anuthec person or entity if they're 
in the room" 

i 

But Fred is most comfartable when there's an enemy to f̂ ght. For years, the oppodtum was his candidate's challenger 
or his client's economic foe. These days, his chosen nemesis is Brian Brown, executive director fbr the National 
Organization for Mairiage, ̂ hich is pushing for a rcpesl of New Hampshire's same-sex mairiage bill now that the state 
house has a Republican supeimajority. 



Tfae-timhig is perfeetyfittAŝ ss!jTiia»̂ «pgal>egm 
his trenches in New Hanipshire, adopting kicd end state issues as his own: He's keeping tabs on busmesses affected by j 
the phnned.dosiire xif the Sagamore Bridge m Px)rtsmouth, and test week he released axommenad warning the state 
of NOMs reped tactics. 

"Ifistoiy has proven that time sjpesA here equals primary votes," says New Hainpdure strategist Mike Demiehy, John 
McCain's nationd politicd director in '08. "With the exception of Mitt Ronmey. Sarah Palin and NewtGmgridu most 
of the posriUe candidates have next to no name recognition in the stale and are starting at about the same levd [as 
Fred].... There are sigpificant amount of center and left-of-centcr Republicans here ̂ dio I thmk would be open to a 
candukicy like Fred's." 

There .is one small problem When people ask Fred how he'd babnce the budget, he smiles and steera the subject back 
to gay marriage and NOM and the Mormons. When people ask him how he'd fix heaUh care, he says "I still need to 
look mto it" There is somethmg refipeshing—if entirely unpreddentid — about his in-prog|sss grasp of issues. After a 
lifetune of fiddng it, he's finally not. 

I p If s for votera to judge the merits of Ids gambit, to detemune if it's worthy of the preddentid nominating process, or if 
IN it's merety the brilliant tactic of a seasoned operative who's fixated on a sm̂ e issue rather than a whole countiy. 
(Nl 
<M • • • 
in 
1^ I really think of him as a Republican Harvey Milk. He's very fiamy and very smart and has a great ability to connect 
I ̂  with all kinds of people.... There's not the slightest possibility that Fred Karger is going to become president, but if 
^ he could be part cf that dialogue—/ see real value in that. 
rrl 

— Cleve Jones, gay rigjhts activist 

A totalfarce... unconstructive... unstrategic... self-absorbed ...a fantasy... neither thoughtful nor 
conservative... We don't warU to be special And Fred's canqnsign is calling attention to the fact that he's special 

— a sampling of how some representatives of gay rights organizatioiis describe Kaigei's preddentid nmbitions 

* * * 

In 48 hous he's hit two coUege carapuses, a Mexican restaurant in Keene, a radio station in Manchester and 
Portsmouth's Golden Egg diner, where candidates of yore have poured cofifee to demonstrate their fi>lksiness. Under a 
leaden dey frozen by dngjle-digit temperatures, Fred zips around in a dudi-spattered Lmcoln Navigator, pasdng homes 
crowned with iddes, trailing a red rolling duffle bag full of firisbees and T-duits. 

He's shadowed by his fidl-time research assistant, 27-yeaii-old Los Angeles reddent Kevin Mihiter, vdio was captivated 
by file notion of tmospartisansfaip, winch dlaws a politician to revere the Cfintons (Fred was a maxed-out HiUaiy donor 
in 2008), espouse the word "progresdve," vote fbr Rdph Nader ia 2004 (to protest George W. Budi) and 2008 (to 
protest Obama), and still call hnnself a Republican. 

"I remember thiddhg "This is gemus,' and I immediately got what he's tiymg to do: He warns to change the politicd 
didogue," says ̂ fiIliter, who met Fred last year aj||ifimdraiser. 

The countiy keeps tune by its penddous centrists. In the midterm elections m Novendier, 31 percent of self-kientified 
gavs and lesilMans voted Republican, up firom 24 percent in 2006. Forty-two percent of all votera in New Hampdiire are 

, "undeclared," or indepandent. These are the people Fred's countuig on, tho people who diow up to his events. 

"The Republican Party has gotta be tweaked," says retiree and independent Kevin Healy at a Portsmoutii gathering 
hosted by a fnend of Fred's. "They need to focus on issues, not ideology.... [Fred is] kind of an equivalent to a Mama 
Grizzly. He's a Grizzly Gay." 

At the GoMen Egg, retired accountants Sheldon and Doreen Kaplan praise Fred's sentunent bm remain suspicious of 
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"We're the people in the middle no one cares about," says Siddon, a Clinton Democrat who voted for SCTLKCIIV 
Avotte (R-N.H.V "I'm not voting fbr [Obama]. I want someone who wont change his strqies." 

Fred, of course, changed his stripes. He propped up an establidimem that was unfiiendly to g^ rights and then bursSt 
out ofthe closet mto a posdbte preddentid nm. To some, this sounds like penance. 

He doesn't see it this way. He says he was siipportive of gay rights anonymously all akmg, and that if he deckles to run 
fixr preddent he will be a candidate fi>r everyone, not just gays who warn to quash the Nationd Organizatian fi>r 
Marriage. 

"It's much more meanmgful than that," he says. "I want to be a messenger for nty conununity within the public 
discussion.... I noay ask eveiy Republican looking at running to go have hinch, to meet and chat. If I can make 
headway with someoiie running far presklent, and be percdved as Just another guy,' I think I wodd've accomplidied 
SGmetiung." 

Though dry and dklactk: on the stump, Fred'iS a winsome shmoozer. At the Conservative Politicd Action Conference in 
Wadunĝ on next week, he phms to ingratiate himself with conservatives, the media and other potentid candidates like 
Tm Pawlenty, Rick Saatprum aud Texas Gov. Rick Perry: He's stmggjyDigto get into a March 7 candklate fimunht 
Iowa, wheie the state's Repnhlican Nationd Committeeman vowed to "work overtime" to extinguish his "radicd 
homosexud" candidacy. He's awaiting the criteria to participate in the May 2 debate at the Reagan Library in 
California. He's hopmg donations take the weî t off his wallet by the spring (his first officid fimdraiser at his second 
home in Laurel Canyon, Calif., netted $10,000 Sunday night, and his god for the cainpdgp is a "frugd" $5 million). 

By the spring he plans to rent a five-bedroom house in the north end of Manchester to establidi a headquarters for 
campaign precinct walks. The only thing that stands between his name and die New Hanipshire primaiy ballot is a 
$1,000 fee. Anyone, after all, can run for preddent. 

This is cnuy, Fred knows, but he's never feh more sane. 

View all comments that have been posted about this articte. 
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A change in political seasons 
January 30,2011 

By Jaa 30,2007.11 Republicans had inade fbrn«A movesannouncing exploratory ooinml̂ ^ — 
to run fbr president the fbloviring year. Four yeara later, only two notable candidatiss—telk-shovif host eod buskiessnen Hamian 
Caii\ and CaBfbmia political consiAant Fred Karger—have made similar announcements. 

j 2008 CANDIDATES 
IMarch 9,2006: John Cox, businessman, announced his candidacy. His campaign ended bi late 2007. 

Oct. 30.2006: Duncan Hunter, California congressman, announced he was fomfring exptoratory cemmittee. He announced his 
candidacy on Jaa 25, 2007. and dropped out on Jan 19.2008. 

^ Nov. 20, 2006: Rudy Giuliani, former New York City mayor, filed papenivork for exploratory committee. He announced candkiacy 
on Feb. 5,2007. and dropped out on Jan. 30. 2008. 1̂  

fN 

fN Nov. 16,2006: John McCain, senator from Arizona, filed to esteblish ejqploratory committee. He announced Ns candidacy on 
1̂  April 25,2007. 
17 
^ Dea 4,2006: Sam Brownback, senator from Kansas, filed to estebUslh ejqploratory committee. He launched his bkl on Jaa 20, 

2007, and dropped out Oct. 19,2007. 
Dea 13,2006: Tommy Thompson, fonmar Wiscondn govamor, filed to esteblish en̂ Anraloty oomrnittce. He announced his 
candidacy on April 4 and dropped out on Aug. 12.2007. 

Jan. 3,2007: Mitt Romney, former iMassachusetts governor, filed to esteblish exploratory oommittee. He announced his 
candidacy on Feb. 13.2007. aivf dropped out on Feb. 7.2008. .«< 

Jaa 9.2007: Jim GUmore, fbnnrier Virginia govemor. filed to esteblish exploratory committe& He announced his candidacy on 
April 26 and dropped out on July 14.2007. 

Jaa 11,2007: Ron Rati, congressman from Texas, filed to estebfish an exploratory committee. He announced his candidacy on 
March 12,2007. and dropped out on Marsh 6, 2008. 

Jaa 16.2007: Tom Tancredo. fonner Colorado congressmaa announced that he would form an exptoratory committee later 
that week. He announced Ns candidacy on April 2 and dropped out on Dec. 20.2007. 

Jaa 28,2007: Mike Hudkabee. fonner Arkansas governor, announced he would file to fbnm ane)qf)toratory oommittee the next 
day. He dropped out on March 4.2008. 

June 2007: Fred Ttiompcon. fomier US senator from Tennassee, fonfned a 'tiesting the viratera" committee. He declared he vifas 
running on SepL 5. 2007. He dropped oUl on Jaa 22,2008. 

2012 POTENnAL CANDIDATES 
Fred Karger A CalHbmb-based political consultent and gay righte activist. Karger, who would be the first opeNy gay 
presidential candidate of either party, formed an eiqiloratory oommittee on July 18. 

Herman Cainc Former cNef executive of Godfather's Pizza, former chairman of the Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City, .and 
host of AHanta-bsised redo show. CdSiHvho has strong Tea Party support, announced on Jaa 12 he woUld fbrm an exfflmtory 
committee. -' - . 

Tim Powlsnty: Former Mireiesote govemor has been traveling widely to promote Ns book and exptore a presktential run. He has 
pitdied Nmself as a bkie collar. 'Sards Clids RepiibBcan," and saki ha will make a dedskxi in March or April. 

Mitt Romney: Fermar Maaaachusette govemor and former Bain executive has boon seen as the estabfishment oandklate, 
particularly for a party that tends to reward teithfd stalwarte who tose in the preifous nominating contest. Romney spent much of 
last year raising money and endorsing candidates in the inidterm electtons. He is not ejqpected to announce until the spring. 

John Thune: The South Dakote senator won his seat in an upset win'm 2004 over incumbent Tom Daschle, the former majority 
leader. He is seen as a ridng star— a RepubHcan verston oT Barack Obanna — and has been urged to run by Senate Minority . ; 



;itOĥ MeConnelL Thune says-he will make a dedsidh sooa--' - L̂ ŝgjgachMEC&nrj?.! T7i;ci» <3||^j£g855Sr* 

. Newt Gingncâ TOrrorrner 10-term Georgia congressman and House speaker led the Republican tekeovef of the House in the 
rnkt-1990s. But foltowing GOP toses in 1998, he resigned from bdh the speakersNp and Ns congresstond seat He tĉ ed with 
rundng for presklent in 2008 but opted ouL He sakI he wouM announce Ns intenttons by the end of March. 

Mike Huckabee: The fonner Arkansas govemor surprisingly vron the iowa caucuses in 2008. As an ordained Southem Baptist 
minister, he won appeal from evanĝ rnal Christians, ard Ns strong showing made it difHcuit for Romney to go head-fo-head with 
Senator John MoCaia Now host d a Fox l̂ ews show, he soki he vrouMndnruke an offtoiaiannounoernent until "Iĥ  
theeummer. if at all." 

Sarah Palin: The former vice preddential nonnnee has done fitUe to stay out of the spotlight since the 2008 campaiga After resigning 
as Alaska govemor. she has been a finequentpresenoe in the media, oonmrting on national events and filnw^ 
about rife in Alaska. She has saki she is conddering a preskiential run but has not given any sense of timing. 

Michele Bedimana The Minnosotan Is sterting just her thhd term in Congress M has created a nattonal profite (hrough televiston 
appearances, conbeveraid stetements, and prodigtous fond-raising. A founder of the House Tea Party Caucus, she has been seen 
as a thom ki the sde of House Repubficans toaders, most recently for givb̂  a tdevised response te the presklbnt̂  State of the 

P Unton address that oompeted with the offtoid GOP response. She visited lewa earitor this month. 

fN Jon Huntsmaa* The former govemor of Uteh was appomted anibassador to CNna by Preskient Obama, in what some viewed as a 
M canny move to eikninate a potential poTitteal rival. Huntsman—who, like Romney, is Momnon and wealthy — recently purchased a 
^ home in VVIasNngton and has ndtainped down speculatton he wouM run for president. 

^ Haley Bartxxir The governor of Mississippi is a former chairman of the Repubitoan Nattonal Committee who most recently ran the 
^ Republican Govemora Assodatton — and .was hailed for Ns abiBly to raise money and capture comer ofTioes. He saki he woddnTt 

announce any plans until after the legislative sesston wraps up bi April 
fN 
^ MKch Daniels: The Injliana governor, n formor top oCHdai at 

ETi Uny and Co. . 
, was iMdget dbector under George W. Bush (who gave hbn the nickname "Tlie Blades* for Ns cost-cutting proclivities). He said he 
wouM-not announce Ns plans until the legislative sesston wraps up bi late April. 

RiCk Santorum: The former two-term congressman from Pennsylvania won a US Senate seat In 1994, where he rose to number 3 
GOP leadersNp positton bUt was handily defeated br Ns 2006 reetebtton bid. A social and fiscal conservative, he has been among 
the nxist acth« in traveling and Nrir̂  staff to early prbnary states, induding New Hampshire. He said in an bitennOw there was 'zero 
dsnoe" of Nm announcbig anythbig before April. 

Jim DeMbit: The senator frem South Caroirna has entegontzed estebiishmenc Repidiricans by endessing numcraua Tea Party-bauhed 
candkiates during GOP primaries. He hasdeNed that he will njn for preddent but stirred speculatton by announcbig a trip to Iowa bn 
Merch for a conservatwe forum. 

Ron Pad: The Texan is entertog Ns 11th term bi Congress. He has twice run for prestoent — in 1988 as the Liberterian nombiee and 
again to 2008 for the RepUbRcan nonvnatton—and attracted a devoted foltowbig. >te consistently performs wdl to straw polls of the 
party faithful, bidudbig the Conservative Pofitical ACtton Conference poll lasl year. Hto soa Rand, just won a US Senate seat to 
Kentucky. He has sdd he wodd oonsMer another preddenttoi campaiga but he has also sdd he's mulling a US Senate bkl in Texas. 

Rudy Qkifiani: Served two terens es mayor of New York, indudbig'dudng the Sept 11.2001. attackb. HesougM the Republican 
nonAialton to2008, but performed pooriy tothe early peuous and primaiy states. He said tNa mndh thd he wodd condder anethac 
ran fbr preskient. 

SOURCES: Democracy to Actton; candidate announoemente and websites; news reporte 

O Copyright 2011 Qkbe Newfipaper Company. 



Potential '12 
contenders visiting 
before election 

VMittenby 

JASON CLAYWORTH 

10:18 PM. Oct 25.20101 

An amny of possible 2012 Republican 
presidential candidates is marching into 
Iowa, the natfon's first caucus state, in this 
final week ofthe midtenm election cycle. 

On the list: fomier Pennsylvania Sen. Rick 
Santorum. former Massachusetts Gov. Mitt 
Romney. gay chni righte Republican activist 
Fred Karger, Missisdppi Gov. Haley 
Barbour. Louisiana Gov. Bobby Jindal, 
Virginia Gov. Bob McDonnell, Texas Rep. 
Ron Paul and Minnesota Gov. Tim Pawlenty. 

Except Karger, all say they are on the 
campaign trail to stump for govemor 
candkiate Terry Branstad and other 
RepubKican candkiates or their issues. But 
they are also promoting - at least Indirectiy 
- their own national political prominence. 

Some also bring campaign cash. Pawlenty, 
who has made the most visite to Iowa nt the 
potential caucus candkiates. has already 
donated neariy $114,000 to Iowa 
Repubrican canHlidaltes. 

"National Republicans - be they the ones 
who will be here in the next week or the 
ones that have been here to help out like 
Sarah Palin or (New Jersey Gov.) Chris 
Christie - recognize that it probably pays 
dhndends dewn the road if they were 
helpful in making us suocessfdl in 2010," 
said lowB Republican Party Chainnan Matt 
Strawn. "It at least gh/es them something 
tiiat they can point to showing they helped 
the cause." 

Democrats have their own big names 
.coming, although not as large a herd as the 
Republicans, or, with the exception of Vk̂ e 
President Joe Bklen, the profile of future 
nattonal candkiates. 

On Thursday Sen. Tom Haridn will 
campaign with Gov. Chet Culver and Senate 
candidate Roxanne Conlin. 

On Friday, Bkfen wRI campaign for U.S. 
Rep. Bmce Braley. 

Also Friday, fbnmer Iowa first lady Christie 
Vilsack will speak at a fundraiser for 
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Francis TTitoke, the party's candidate for 
state agriculture secretary. 

Some Democrats maintain hope that 
'resident Barack Obama will make a stop 
in tawa te campaign for Culver. On Sept 
20, when Obama spoke et a backyard 
gathering in Des Moines, Ciriver said he 
expected the preskient would retum in 
support of his re-election. 

"We havent heard anything more," Culver 
saki Monday, when asked about a possible 
campaign stop by the president. 

Strawn and Democratic strategist Rob Tully 
saki the real boost of having big names 
come to candidates' evente is not so much 
to change voters' minds. It's to help 
campaigns raise enthusiasm levels to 
Inspire voters to make their way to the 
polls. 

Ari example is Sen. Tom Harkin's re­
election bkl in 1996 against Republican Jim 
Lightfoot, which benefited from a visit by 
then-President Bill Clinton, Tully saki. 

"That turned It areund," Tully said. "These 
last few days are important. The/ie 
importont for candidates, but more 
Importantly, they're important to rally our 
base to do the work they need to do to get 
the vote out." 

Pawtenty. Minnesota's govemor, has a full-
time staffer werking in Iowa to help 
Republicans win in next week's elections, 
saki Alex Ck>nant, a Pawlenty spokesman. 
This weekend will inark Pawierity's seventh 
visit to loiEei. since the 2008 elections. 

"Conservath/es stand to make great gains in 
Iowa this faW, and Govemor Pawlenty wants 
to support those effbrts," Conant saki. 

Botii Culver and Branstad have planned 
busy schedules through Nov. 2. 

On Monday, Cuh/er boasted of having twice 
as many events scheduled as Branstad in 
the final days of the race. He accused 
Branstad of vacationing over the weekend 
in an effort to duck talking about issues 
such as how he'll vote on whether to retein 
the three Iowa Supreme Court justices on 
next week's ballot. 

"Terry Bransted is on vacation, folks," 
Culver said Monday to a crowd of about 60 
people at Baby Boomers rssteurant in Des 
Moines as he kicked off what he calls his" 
Main Street versus Wall Street" tour. "He 
has been off since Thursday. He's not on 
the campaign trail again until tomorrow, 
wittl Mitt Romney, his Wall Street buddy." 

Between last Thocsday and Nov. 2, Cuh/er's 
campaign has scheduled at least 72 
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campaign stops. 

Branstad, in the same time, has 36 
scheduled campaign events that were open 
o the general publto, none of them 
between lastTTiuisday's debate and 
today's 10 a.m. event vn Cedar Rapids, 
where Romney will speak. 

Branstad in the past few days conducted a 
fundraising house party and a meeting with 
employees at Pioneer Hi-Bred and dki 
media interviews, said spokesman Tim 
Albrecht. He also spoke witti Des Moines 
business leaders Monday and planned to 
attend a GOP event at Tassel Rkige Winery 
Monday eveeing. 

Rather than worrying about our schedule, 
whtoh indudes 36 evente over the next 
seven days, we wish Chet Culver would f 
ocus on recovering the 55,000 jobs lost 
since he became governor," Albrecht saki. 

Campaigning in Iowa 

TODAY 
- Former Massadiusetts Gov. Milt Romney wQI 
campdgn with Republican candklate for govemor 
Teiiy Branstad at 10 a.ra at the Hotel KIrfcwood. 
7725 Kirkwood Blvd. S.W.. Cedar RapMs. and a 
noon event at the Grand River Center. SOO Ben SL, 
DUbuque. 

- Farmer Pennsylvairia San. Rlck Sanlonim wiH te 
part of a low to encoamge voles against retatobig 
the three towa SupreoiB Court jusHoes whose mling 
last year alowmd saine-sex inarrlage to towa. The 
tour Is hosted by the Fanfly Research Council 
Acfion and the Nafionei Organizatton for Marriage. 
Santorunrfs stop will lie at 2:30 p.ra at CXtjf Scpiare, 
120 N. Fifth SL, Fort Dodge. Santorum also held 
events en Monday for U.S. Rep. Torn Latham and 
slate RepL Chris Hagpsnowr off Windsor Helghls. 

itiliean gay rfgMv aolhflst Fred Karger. who Is 

oonsMering a run for president will speak with 
several classes or groups at the Univensily of towa. 
The final meeting IS Wi§i the college's Republican 
group at 9 p.mL. 61 Sch&efbr HaH. Iowa City. 

WEDNESDAY 
- Mississippi Gov. Haley BarboUr, Louisiana Gov. 
Bobby Jindal and Vbglnia Gov. Bob McDonnell wiH 
cairpaign for Branstad at an event that begins at 11 
a.m. at the Jasper County RepubEcan-Party 
Headquarters. 107 Hrst Ave. W.. Newloa 

THURSDAY 
- Iowa Sen. Tom Haridn will take part to the "Gei-
Out-the-Vote" tour with Culver and Roxanne Conlin. 
a Democrat chaHangbig Sea Chuck Grasdey. Details 
of the event were not finSSzed at press time. 

FRIDAY 
- Vice President Joe Bklen will attend a campaign 
event for U.S. Rep. Bmce Braiey. Doors open at 10: * 
30 a.m. at the Grand River Center. 500 Bell SL, 
Dubuque. 

- Democrat and fanner towa first lady Christie 
Vilsack vrill attend a fundraiser for Frands TNcke. a 
Democrat mnning for towa secretary of agrtoulture. 
The event begtos at 6:30 p.m. at the home of Dave 
and Tamera HuUer. 6196 Kings Wlay, West Des 
Motoes. 

- Texas representative and former preskiential 
cancBdate Ron Paul will speak at 7:45 p.ra at the 
Un'wer^ of towaTs Mato Lounge in Memorial Union. 
125 N. Madison SL. towa CHy. 

SUNDAY 
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Mbmesota Gov. Tbn Pawtenty wiD campogn fbr 
Brarstad at an event that begins at 1 p.mLalthe 
Clarke County Fairgrounds Evente Center. 2070 U.S. 
Hwy. 34 W.. Osoeoto, and at a'second event that 
b e ^ at 2-.30 p.m. at GodteO'iet'S Pizza. 1009 N. 
John Wiyne Drive, Wiaterset 

Adveitisement 
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Gay 'Progressive' Republican on Air in Iowa 
ByJAMELORBER 

If s never too early to test the waters - especially for an openly gjxy "progressive" Republican trying to 
snag the party's 2012 presidential nominatioik 

Fired Karger, a long-time political operative who was a campaign aide to Ronald Reagan, has already 
started broadcasting campaign advertisements in Iowa and New Hampshire. 

• i 
I ̂  In a 90-seeond spot that will ran twice daily on Fox News thnougihout Iowa for a week, Mr. Karger calls 
! N himself an "independent Republican" and says he is "testing the waters in Iowa to see if I can raise some 

funds fixim my friends." 

I ̂  Mr. Kaiger, 60, has never held elected ofiice and acknowledges that he does not have much of a shot at 
r>̂  winning his party's nod. Instead, his goal is to make histoiy as the first openly gay presidential candidate 

for a major party. 

"My overriding goal is tobe a participant in those Republican debates," he said in an interview on 
Wednesday."! ueed to start early." 

But Mr. Kaiger is hardly a politicsd neophyte. He worked alongside the famed Republican strategikt, Lee 
Atwater, te derail Michael Dukakis's 1988 preddential campaign against George H.W. Bush. He was an 
outepoken critic of the Mormon Church for backing the 2008 ballot measure outlawing same-sex 
marriage in Califbmia. The liberal magaane Motiher Jones described Mr. Karger as one of the 6.0 JP's 
"top dark-arts operators" in a profile last spring. 

Mr. Karger has already run a one-minute television ad in New Hampshire for a week in September. The 
two ad buys cost him about $1,000 each - pocket change by most campaign's standards; in retum, Mr. 
Karger gets some fece time in the two stetes that play key roles early in the primaiy season. 

Mr. Kaiger has been busy for a loiig-shot single-issue candidate. Ho announced his interest in nmning 
for president in April and esteblished an exploratoiy eommittee three nioidfas later. Since then he has 
made 14 trips to New Hampshire or Iowa and now employs two fidl-time campa^ aides. 

Between divisions \^thin the Republican Party and President Obama's &dlure to deliver on promises to 
the g^ community, Mr. Karger said 'Hfae time is right"\^ 

CopyriBM 201 l ihe Mew Yofk Tines Company I Priwaey Policy | NrTimesxom620EiBlilhAraniieNewYarii,NY1001B 



Pofitical Hotslieet December 2,2010 4:05 PM 

WUl Openly Gay Republican Fred Karger 
Run for President in 2012? 

Posted by Lauren Seifert 

Fred Karger msists he has strong Republican credentials. 

"I have a gireat credo as a Republican," he told CBS News chief politk̂ al consukant Marc Ambmder on 
Hiursday's Washmgton Uhphigged. "I\e worked fbr President Reagan as a senior campaigp consultant in 19S0 
and 1984. Tve supported President George H. W. Bush. Fve worked on nine presktential campaigps and tiiis 

^, wouW be my tenth." 
fN 

4 What̂  mteresting is Uiat this longMme Republksan is openly gay and may also run for president m 2012. 

"I will make a deeision probribly wkfaki the next several mondis," he told Ambmder. 'Tm going to meet vddi 
some of my friends and advisers, and try to make a decision on whether or not to proceed. Tm testing the 
waters." 

Karger wants voters to know this isn't a joke, and he has the credentials to back up his possible run. '1 had two 
goals this year," he said. "One was to prove to people that this isnt a stunt. That i f l do nm this is very serious, 

I and step two is to prove that rm credible, and I think I've pretty well esteblished that." 

Karger is a passkmate supporter and activist for the repeal of the militaiy's "Dont Ask Dont Tell" polk^ and 
other gay rights issues. Ambinder asked hkn how he would grade President Obama's perfonnance when it 

I comes to tecklmg gay ri^ts issues. 

"Qn gay, civil ri^ts issues, Ihingis that's he's poomised us, he gets a D at best," Kargpr replied, "Tm hopmg this 
month, m lame duck, well get Dont Ask, Dont TelT repealed." 

He contuiued, 'Ifs a no-brainer. It teaches younger people in this countiy discrimmation; gay and strai^t. If s 
really a disgrace, and our countiy should be embarrassed." 

The Republican also noted that Presklent Obama dopŝ t have the energy and endiusiasm that he had as . 
candklate Obama. "I think he's not happy," he sakl.^^ seems depressed to me. His wife seems very 
depressed. I dont thmk they're havhig a very good time in this." 

Korgei's been well received in iowa and New Hampshice, where he's taken a nnmber of trips to test the waters 
and has even released two commercials. But not oveiyone has embraced him with open arms, inohidmg Iowa 
Republican Natkinal Committeeman Steve Schcfier who, accordmg to Karger, had less than kind words for bin: 

"He said, "You and the radical homosexual community are not welcome in Iowa. Ym going to work overtime* — 



- md this was an interestihjg ĉh\Scif6f words — to abort your candkiacy,'" Karger said, "Tve fried'to ifieet'whh 
jim, IVB tried to reach out to hhn. He's never even met me." A message left for Mr. Schefler was not 
immediately retumed. 

Regardless of the critkism, Karger is stepping mto histoiy if he ukimately decides to run. As he toki Ambinder, 
"There's never been a gay person who's run for president of the IMed Stetes before. There's great mtriigMe with 
that, and certsunly in [Iowa and New Hampshire] they've been extremely courteous." 

Watoh Thursday's Washington Uiphigged also featuring director and producer Doug Lknan on his new fibn Fak 
Game, the real life tele of exposed CIA operative Valerie Plame, starring Sean Penn and Naomi Walts. 

l?Vfaiat*8 Your Take? Awesome lShockmg(2Inforiating3Importaiit6 
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Republican and Gay-Righte Activist Gears up for 
a Presidential Run 
By fCrfsffn fireiwi 
Created 2010-11-24 11:49 

The ink is barely dry on the midtemri election ballote, but the 2012 presidential campaign is already 
officially undemvay. One Republican has launched an exploratory committee, released a presidential 
campaign ad; and even paid a visit to Iowa, the first state tchold a preskiential caucus every election. 

^ That Republican is Fred Karoer m. 
tM 

Fred whe^ you ask? 

That's exactly why he's sterting so early. Nobody knows who he is. 

^ Karger is a former akie to PreskJent Ronald Reaoan pg and describes himself as an "independent 
Republican." He's also openly £|ay. and his platform mostly centers around gay-righte issues, like ending 
the "Don't Ask, Dont Tell" militery policy and legalizing gay marriage. Karger founded "Califomians 
Against Hate," a group that encouraged Califomians to vote against Proposition 8, which effecth/ely 
banned gay marriage In the state. Proposition 8 passed in 2008. 
Karger released his presidential campaign ad pi this week, In whieh he's seen strolling through what 
appears to be an Iowa fair - introdueing himself, shaking hands, handing out firisbees, and generally 
trying to spread his name around. 

"Before I run for president. I need your help," Karger says in the ad. "I'm testing the waters ki kiwa to see 
if I can raise some fonds from my friends." 

Karger faces a steep challenge indeed ^ without name recognition, fundraising for a presidential 
campaign will likely prove daunting. Although he worked as a political consultent for years, Karger has 
never held elected office - but painte himself as a 'true outekier" trying to change the system. 

"I'm cencemed that the partisan rancor's only geing te continue and get in the way of ouricotintry's 
progress." he says in the ad. 

2012 Electioif-

Source URL: htlD://Doritfc5.btoQs.fbxnBWS.comQ01Q/11/24/reDiibikan-and-oav-riGltep«:tivist-QM 

Links: 
[1] http://www.flredkarger.comf 
[2] http://www.f6»iews.corii/topics/poritics/roiiaki-reagarLhtrr^^ 
[3] http://www.yoiitiA)e.cornfwatch?v=fXv;̂ awDVVVM 
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Long shots crowd GOP field 
By:/Uexander Bums 
Febraaiy 10.201104:41 AM EST 
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A pack of longer-than-long-shot Republican presidential hopefols have lined up for the 
2012 campaign, drawing attention to themselves by visiting eerly-prima'y states and raising 
the prospect of a larger and mora edectic field than any in nscent memory. 

They cant compete with the GOiP's heavy hitters for money, media attention or. in all 
likelihood, votes. They defy the laws of political logic. Yet the/re running anyway—to 
gain personal celebri^, to draw attention to issues they care about or Just to see whether, 
against all plausible expectetiens, they can catch fire on the campaign trail. 

TTieir numbers include a pizzB-oxecilfive-tumed-tea4party-activist. e polKicai consultent 
who contributed to Hillary Clinton in 2008. multiple congressional backbenchers and at 
least four former govemors and senators whoVa faded fiK>m the scene, only to reaerface io 
time for 2012. 

While these potential candkiates may not have much in common, they share a recognitkxi 
that the bam'ers to entering a presidential race are lower than ever—and that even a 
losing preskiential candidate has something to gain from having run. 

The weight of history is against most of them. Despite the fact that no sitting House 
member has won the presidency since 1880, se^erdl House members — among them 
Minnesota Rep. Michele Bachmann and Iowa Rep. Steve King — have said they would 
consider ainnnig under the right otfcumstences. 

Only nominally more viable are. several politically dated fomner govemors. including 
George Pateki of New Yoric. libertarian-leaning Gary Johnson of New Mexico and 
Louisiana's Buddy Roemer — an ex-Democrat whose sole term ended in the early 1990s. 
Fomier Pennsylvania Sen. Rick Santorum is another improbable. He lost his last race five 
years ago by a wide margin.. • 

Then there is former Nevada candidate Sharron Angle, coming off consecuth/e defeats for 
the State Senate, the U.S. House and the tJ.S. Senate. Despite those sefoacks, she 
recently made a much-noted appearance in towa and isrtt ruling out a campaign for 
president. Neither is former United Nattons Ambassador John Bolton, who has never mn 
for office before and is-best known for his gig as a Fox News commentator. 

"Everybody who mns for president knows they probably have long odds," saki David 
Yepsen. a former longtime | ^ Moines Register reporter who now directe the Paul Simon 
Public Policy Institute at Southem Illinois Unh/ersky. 

But running for president has rewards for even the most extreme underdog, Yepsen said. 

They're asked to coramont oo thkigs. Yes. they command Iccturel fees and caa sell books 
and can wkid up oo a TV program." he continued. "You generally wind up with an 
enhanced status of some kind. It's not tme for everybody, but if s tme for most of them." 

That might explain some of the other candidates who arie floating thek names or making 
moves toward running: NewYork real estate mogul Donald Tmmp: Herman Cain, the 



fenmer CEO of Godfather's Pizza known for speaking et conservath/er^befing^rdrtd Ffed '̂' 
Karger, a GOP operative and Hillary Clinton donor running on a pro-gay-righte platform. 

It's a long way from 1988, when the Democratic field was mocked as "Gary Hart and the 
seven dwarfs." Those 'dwarfs' included a foture House minority leader (Rep. Dick 
Gephardt), a Cabinet secretery (Arizona Gov. Bmce Babbitt) and two future vice presidente 
(Sens. Al Gon^ and Joe Biden) — plus Massachusette Gov. Michael Dukakis, who actually 
won the nominatton. 

As the 2012 cycle begins to get under way, the sheer volume and eccentricity of 
candidatee censidering the race are striking by comparisnn. 

For some of the prospective candidates, there are obvious upsides to a campaign. Dusty 
former offtoeholders get to be part of the national conversation again. Ideological mavericks 
get a platform to speak about their Ideas. Minor legislators and foiled candidates suddenly 
get treated like genuine power players. 

Bachmann, a congressional backbencher who dropped a short-lh/ed bid for House 
leadership, even had her response to the State of the Union broadcast on CNN after she 
made a trip to towa. 

Johnson, the former two-term New Mexico govemor, said the campaign was at a point 
where candidates wanted to "see if throwing that spit wad up against the window sticks." 

"Their kiea is to see if people flock to them.' Johnson saki of the growing cahdkiate field. 
"It rarely happens. But Ihey do that, and the reality of that comes home and. in most 
cases, they dont mn. 

Johnson, who left office in 2003, said that while New Mexica has a Senate seat open in 
2012. he's not interested in mnning for any federal office except the presidency. 

"If I were looking at it, it would be the notion that maybe I might be the only one saying 
something difforent than the other 19," Johnson saki. 

Karger, for one, lacks Johnson's cachet as a former top elected official. He is more or less 
upfront about his chances, citing the late Rep. Shiriey Chisholm—who was the fkst black 
candklate to seek a major-party nomination — as an inspiration for his run as an openly 
gay Republfean. 

"She wanted to pove the way for others in her community" when she ran in 1972. Karger 
said. "I want to lat young people in my community know they can do anything they want to 
do, even run for president of the United States." 

That task will get easier, Karger saki, if he's iriduded In eariy candidate debates. 

"If that happens, as we've seen with others, there could be a breakout moment and 
anything can happen," he said. 

If the campaign were a reality ehew. it might bo called "America's Next Top Ron Paul" — 
I named for the quiricy Texas congressman whose anti-war, pro-gold-stendard platform won 
j him wide notioe and more than a few votes during dia 2008 Republk:an primaries. 
I 
j "You dont have to be a longtime party elite, at this point, to think you have viability to mn 
{ for office at a variety of different levels." said Jesse Benton, an adviser to Paul's 2008 



r*«î '»̂ *fif̂ ltlefht̂ ^ to spread a niessagethroogfi'lTa!^^ 
media has really revolutionized who has access to run." 

Benton was skeptical that any of the 2012 newcomers would be able to replicate what his 
boss accomplished in 2008 and wondered if any could match Paul's "35-year record of 
consistency." 

Sure enough, Paul is planning a trip to Iowa in March and has not mied out another 
nattonal campaign in 2012. 

He's also a prime example of a marginal candidate who came out dramatically better off 
after a losing campaign. Paul's now the highrprefile ehalmnan ofthe committee that 
oversees the Federal Reserve. And the nattonal following he developed in 2008 helped 
elect his son Rand to the Senate last year from Kentucky. Benton managed Rand Paul's 
campaign. 

fN Thaf s the bottom line for many of the candidates embracing their impossibly long odds for 
2012: Even if they cant win the nomination, they also cant really lose. 

"Is Pat Buchanan better off today than he was before he ran?" Yepsen asked, referring to 
the 1992-vintage gadfly-tumed-MSNBC-pundit. "I think that deariy enhanced his stature as 
a presidential candidate." 

® 20U Capito] News Company. LLC 
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The oii|y open^gay Repubfiean exploring a preadendal Ud is 
fightiiv to be induded in an upcoming candidates forum 
Christian Affiance. 

Fred Kaiger. a retired GOP consultant frimi Galifonna. tdd The Ballat Box he's 
been excluded from the March 7 event because of his sexual cwientatian. 

But Steve SchdEBer, president erf Ihe Iowa group, said Kaiger wasnt among the 
15 potential candidates invited to attend because he only talks about one issue— 
gisy rights. "We're imriting siD potential candidates wiw are legitimate 
canfdates^" Scheffler told The Ballot Box. Karger "is not a leptimate 
camSdate." 

"That's cpde for homophobia." said Kaiser. «4io vMnhed as a consultant en the 
late Konaid Reagan'seampaigns for govemar and preaident "rm going to send 
Mm aktler and aAthatlbe induded. and Tm gpiqg to look to the [Federal 
Election Oommisdon] to see vdmt the ndes are." 

Afier a career in campaign politics duiiqgvriiidi he kqit his orientation Udden, 
Karger retired into the role of gay-rights advocate. He's eonsideriqg a run fer 
president, he said, in order "to send a message to younger people." And he's 
already begun hying the groundnrark fer a campaign. 

Karger has fmrasd 101 axploratny committee, but is using his ovm money to 
fondhis travd tn lomand NewHampsMre; whese he has two staff jnembers. 

"rragmngtofight, as mai^ potential candidates do, to get into these forums 
and debate^ and 1 iivill. This is number one." he sadd. 

Kaiger said Scheffler has tried to moiace him out (tfeoteriog the race for the 
RepuUican nominalion. 

"[He] tlueateoed me in a personal e-mail," Karger said. "[Scheffler saidQ he'd 

woric overtiae to abut my ean^daqr." 

Scheffler deeliifed to oommont on hisexdiangos ndth Karger. 

The fomm is expected to draw potential GOP presidential contenders such as 
Mitt Romn^. Tim Pawtenty and Sarah Palin. The Iowa Christian Alliaiice also 

Cersa l . Part of tlie solution. 
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Karger to release anti-NOM ad 
By Shira Schoenberg 
Created 01/25f2D11 -1^32 
Capital Beat 

^ Fred Karger. a presidential contender and gay rights activist from Califbmia. will be releasing a statewide 
^ TV ad on Thursday. 

If) The od, titled The Battle of Concord ̂ 2011' will oppose attempts by the National Organization for 
^ Marriage to get the state Legislature to repeal gay mamage. Karger, who is visiting New Hampshire for 
^ the lltta time, said the ad buy will start Thursday on WÎ /IUR and will then be hroadoast on statewide 
^ cable. The buy will cost less than $1,000. 

Karger has fought the National Organization for Marriage in Maine and Califomia. "I'm calling them a 
hate group," Karger said. 

Karger, who is spending the entire week in New Hampshire, will travel to Concord aad Manchester with 
fonmer Manchester state nepresentat'ive Bob Thompson to promote the ad. He is holding town hall events 
In Keene, Portsmouth and Manchester. He is also doing several media interviews and visits with college 
organizations, Including a pizza night with the UNH Gay/Straight Alliance. 

Capital Beat Politics Presidential election Fred Karger priman^ 2012 

SoBfce URL: http:/Aiiniiniy.coneonlmontor.comft)loqert̂  
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January 25.201112:12 PM 

PORTSMOUTH — Republican Fred Karger is coreidering wliether to become the first openly gay candidate for 
President of the Urited States. 

Hell be the first e}q)loFatory presidential candidate to stijmp^ making two 
stops in the dty on Thursday. A pditical consultant who worked on nine preskiential campaigns, a gay-rights 
acthnst and a Los Angeles resident. Karger toM the HeraM he'll first stop at the GoMen Egg restauraitt, then the 
home of Portsmouth Democrat Ham Patenaude. 

Tbe restaurant stop is scheduled ftom 2:30 to 3:30 and Is in confunctton with a 'Save the Sagamore Bridge' 
meeting. Ths stop at Patenaude's home wiH be a 'town hall meeting.* JO 

]̂  Karger. who'll be 61 on Sunday. saM he met at the Golden Egg with kical businessman and former Senate 
candkiate Bill Bkmie about sbc weeks ago when he was asked to help with the pending and temporaiy ctosure of 
the Sagamore Bridge fbr repairs. The brklge leads to the front of the restaurant and owner Debbie Goaselin saM 
when it was closed for two weeks last spring, her bottom fine sank 40 percenL 

ar 
0 More estensh/e repairs are planned and nnay caO for (he brklge to be ckised fbr as a k>ng Bs a year. saM 
rvji Gossefin. So when Karger intDoduoed hbnself during his visit to the Golden Egg. one of Gossefin's waitresses 
ri asked the potential candMate fbr help with the brMgeck>sure. 

Gossslin saM Karger organized Tlmrsday'ls meeting as an opporturuty to' t>ring area resMents and 
businesspeopie together to discuss plans for the ctosure. Hs staff, she saM, has been making flyers and planning 
strategies. 

'So I've got these guys running around trying to help,' she sakL 'Wie're afiraM we're going to have to lay people 
off. or dose. Thaf s our fir^ to downtown." 

Karger saM he met Patenaude. a Democrat, in OgunqUit last summer and the two have since become friends. 

He describes himself as fiscally consenotive arid socially moderate, while acknowledging that being gay and a 
RepUbfican is viewed as an 0}tymoron. An "independent ReptibPican,' Karger saM is his brand of pofittos. as well 
as "not my father's Repubiican party." 

'I Ve been working very hard and this wiD be my eleventh trip to New Hanipshire meeting with anyone who will 
meet with me." he saM. 

Karger's firat fundraiser wifi be Sunday at his CaBfbmia home and, he saM. he plans to "raise money differently 
than other candMates." 

"ll) govemment we neOd to tone down the spending." he saM. "Think of the $650 miTion spent on the Obama 
cainpaign and a presMent who thinks notlang of a triilkin-dollar stimulus package." 

Karger saM he wants the Republican party to "open up to young people." in particiilar voters between the ages 
of 18 and 29. He started his preskiential exptoratory effbrts at the Urft̂ rsity of New Hampshire 11 months ago 
and on Jan. 25 will retum to UNH to speak to a gay and lesbian grotj^l^ time with a reporter from the 
Washington PosL . 

"If s my first travefing press corps." he saM. 

Foltowing the Portemautb slope on Tharsdny, Karger is sChedilied to appear at The Element bar in Manchester, 
described on its Web slla as "New HampshiEe's hottest altemative n̂ ht dUb." In 2006. Karger founded 'Save the 
Boonfilll." a carnpaign to save the landrnark Boom Boom Room, the oldest VVtet Coast gay te^^ 

He then founded CaGfomtons Against Hate and in 2000 was cô irector of the gay-stra'ight alRance for President 
George W. Bush. 

A iwutnAf nf Hm rWdnhin Rrrwvt Kamnr nmnanpH feH^ral «laf» smrl Irmni rsunnsunnK inrJivlinn Rirsnpssfid 



'opposittoncampaignB."He'sBlS0wi9rkiMBSian'ai:tor0ntel̂  — 

Karger saM heU know t>y spring if his presMerttialbM is viable and if hell be making history. 

10 
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With departure ofMike Pence, Republican presidential field looking fiallow right now 
Rep. Mike Feme's decision to not seefc the presidency disappoinfs some conseruatiue actiubts looking farfresh blood in tiie ReimbUoan 
pack. Veterans Huckabee, Ronmey and Palin are testing die waters. Some Mnk Sen. John Jlmne coidd rise to dte occasion. 

January 28.20111 By James Oliphant. Los Angelas Times 

Heporting from Wasinqgtoii—So Mike Pence is ouL Hie questioD lemainSk as it has for some time: Whô  exactly, is in? 

Here's the quick and doty answer: Herman Cain, FTed Kaiger and ifimmy McBffiDan. 

Those are not die starting donm linemen for tte GieenBqrPa>ckns.GBiB is an A f ^ ^ 
Karger is a Califonda poGticad oonsuillaiit and giiy acthnŝ  aiid 11^^ 
best loxnAi for be&ig parodfed on'Saturday Night Live." 

^ T1iaifsyourcurrentRqpuUicanfiddfortlie20i2preridentialraoe. 
PSJI 

Pencê  a coiigycssman from Incfana, tdd supporters in a letter Tlmrsday that he would nrt 
f\| looUqgforsomefreshUoodinafiddcurreiidypopulatedbyabeiiyoffiuniliarfoceSi 
ffl 

At this point in 2007. GOP candidates who had fiwinaHydedared included John McCain. Ifitt Romnty. Ron Paid. Tommy Tlmmpson and Duncan Hunter. 
^ (Notto^meiitianafidhiwiiamedBarackObawaantiieDemocraticside.) 

0 
fNJ 

WhQe Pjommyisimddiyhcfievedliitae preperingaaecondnni ImffdiaratBdtlnsi^^ 
^ in the pubUeqre '̂1K told FoK News, "botwehamiftimide a decision et Ihis pofaiL" 

llrase tlungs induded e recent nistening tour" of tlie Iifiddfe Ess^ induffiilg 
he appears on ABCs Ihe ViewT a nd Piers Morgan's show on CNN on tiie same day. 

Sarah PaHn has done Btde recency to queO speculation that she is pitaiming a hid. Her lengtlv i»700-word response to President Obama's Stole of the Union 
address «m as serious a critique she has offered of the current admimstration. On Feb. 4. she 
the 100th anmverssiy of Ranald Realm's birthday at his Reagan Ranch Center in Santo Usdmra. 

Aocordinig to the Yonng Americe's Foundation. «dnch is sponsoriiig the cvonl, "GOP. Palin wiU draw paraUds to tod^ while caHfaig for young peopte to oontnioe 
the Rangan revdution into the foture." 

Shortlybefore tiiat speedi. TSm Pawleiily. the former Ifinnesoto govtoniv̂  
dedaon somethDe in the qiriqg. 

Mike HudcAeê  the fonner Aricansas governor and current FoK News persoiianty. 1^ 
Hndabee tdd an an£ence tiiat he wodd ddp the first presidentid debste at tiie Reagan Presidential library in May. (So for. the date for that debate is foddog 
pretty anemi&) Aid wlien canddates gather for a ddiate in New Hampshire in Junê  Hud^ 
musicians. 

Even lessen-loiown potemial canAdates such as MBssisBippi Gov. Itaky Baibour. Intfana Gov. Mitdi Daniels and fonner Sen. Ride Santorum — any of whon 
you woddlhfad̂  wodd benefit from an earVstort ita ordertalndldtiidrimtional nanm reoogirilian—have said tlieyrnpnttfatg off a deeision d ^ ^ 

Fbtolly. that foint sound you hear is the digiht huzsbe^nmng tobmld around Sen. ̂  
deddon to foigp a Ud than Thune; a ftmrite of oonsenratives both iiiside s M outside of Wsshi 
made note of theladc of a true fnmt-rumier. 

"Obndou .̂ tiiere's sbig opportodiy en thenntiond fidd." Tlnfie sdd. :« 

Hie Uea of a Thonecandidaty was emhuaoaticdlyendaised by Senate IfinoiilyLeader Miteb McConndl (R-Ky.) earfiertlns wedc. "I tlfodc Jidm is an 
cxtrnnrcEnarî inmresdvc indwidna!." McOoimdl said inonintorviewim MSIfBC "I hope he w31 nuL 1 tinnk he would raalu a great president of the Unhed 

Sen. James Idiofo of OUaboma dtedanotiter reason to bade Thune. 'He's toller than our preddent." he tdd the Nationd Review. (As history has shown: Nevei 
discount height idien it comes to csndidates.) 

VVhy has the field remdned so stin? Monqr is one reason--tins promises to be the most expendve preddentid cam^ 
resources. But anotiier large frKtor is tiie pditicd lesson imparted byihe tuimiltuous 2010 congresdonal midterm campaign season; m which frant-nmners 
quiddy became toigeted by "tea part/* activi^ aid where just about aiv candidate tied to the estob^^ 



iM|y high appiuvd ratings mains Chris Christie of New Jersey, maywsnttohddoffashiagastheycantoaeeiftddqg on an Bcumbent president With 
sense, OT^Aiether tiiey might be better off waiting untfl 2016. 

StiD. potential oitranto like Thune know that thdr wmdow for getting In 

He codd be qiealditg far the* entire GOP date of maybe^anAdates. FairV sooiv something's gotto give, 

idqrftonr^falimesxom 
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Santorum's latest backers 

ByJOHNDISTASO 
Senior Political Reporter 
1 hour, 14 minutes ago 

WEDNESDAY UPDATE: MOBE FOR SAim)RUM. Rick Santorom later todî v 
disdose a new list of Granite Staters whoVe joined his state advisory oomniittei i 

We Ve learned that among them wOl be Richard Girard, 1̂ 0 wiU also assist wit̂ -
policy issues. 

Girard is a fomier Manchester alderman ̂ o worlced with fonner Mayor Ray 
lÂ eczorek as campaign manager and senior staffer. 
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Also on the list is Brodc Wabeiv a student at Saint Aiiselm College in Manchester, who will serve on America's 
Foundation's (Santorum's PAC) College Republican Advisoiy Committee. 

Weber is a member of the New Hampshire College Republican Federation's Executive Gommittee and chainnan of 
Saint Anselm College Republicans. In 2008, Weber supported Mitt Ronmey in the Republican primaiy. 

Earlier updates and thefiiUFeb. 17 Granite StatusJbUow. A new Oranite Status will appear tomorrow in the New 
Adrnpshtre Union Leader with a fidl, unabridged version at UnionLeader.com. 

IHUORSDAY UPDATE: A WIN FOR KIMBALL. New state GOP chair Jade Kimball has secured a major 
speaker for a key party fond-raiser slated for late Mardi. 

New Republican National Committee Chainnan Reince Priebus has agreed to travel tothe state to help raise mon^ 
for the state party before the end of the first quarter, said Kimball's transition diair, Jennifer Hom. 

The date of the fimd-raiser vnll probably have to be changed firom its original date of March 31 to accommodate 
Priebus, Horn said. But she said the party lias been able to confiim" that he wiD make an appearance. 

"We're veiy exdted that the national chaiiman will be here," said Honi. 

She said that at the fond-ndser, Kiinball wiD present fonner state GOP chair and Gov. John H. Sununu with a new 
award, called the "Flist-in-the-Nation Excellenoe Award" for Simunu's "decades of deducation and service to the 

Republican Party., 

a new award and we hope it becomes a prhnaiy year tradition," Horn said. 
• I CIS • -'J"?. 

WeVe learned that Kimball held many personal conveistttions with Priebus to secuie his appeaism^e. 

The party wiU announce forther details on fhe event as they are confiimed. 

(Earlier updates and thefidl Feb. 27 Granite StatusfbUow.) 

THURSDAY UFDATEr FIRST OF MANY? Tea P ^ Caucus leader and Minnesota US. Rep. Midiele 
Bachmann will make more than one trip to first-in-the-nation primary state, her duef of staff told the Granite Status 



Andy Parrish confirmed our exdusive Wednesday night report that the three-term conservative will visit New 
Hampshire on March 12. He also said, "And there will be more" visits. 

• P̂ urish confiimed that Bachmann wiD appear at a fond-raiser for the New Hampshus RepuUkan State Committee 
during what he said wiD be her first visit to the state as an elected ofiBdaL 

Parrish also said that "there wiD be other" events on Mardi 12, "and we're workiiig on those."Bad]maim would 
obviously be a coveted speaker for conservative and pro-liberty groups. 

Bachmann has been asked repeatedly if she wOl run for President, and, like other potential candidates, has not 
given a film answer. 

Asked agBin about running today on ABC News* "Good Morning America," Bachmann said she is "not there yeL I 
^ havent made a decision about whether I'm going to engage." 

M She said she wlD travel to New Hampshire and other eaily caueus and primary states because she is "interested 
<N primarily in making sure that for the next year, we're talking about the issues that the countiy is fitdng. I want to 
^ make sure that in the nudst of looking at aU the individual candidates, whidi must be done, that we continue to 
^ focus on the issues ofover-spending, debt, national security. 

fM "I'm tiying to set the taUe," Bachmann said, "because the votera are vital in these early states. They're going to 
make a veiy important decision about our nominee." 

In a written statement sent earlier today, Parrish said, "The Congresswoman is looking forward to her trip on the 
12th (of Mardi) to New Hampshire. 

"As a smaD business ownei; formor federal tax attorney, and motheu of five, she knows first-hand wbait is at stake m 
the next election. She is committed to doing eveiything she can to repeal President Obama and replace him with a 

constitutional conservative." 

State GOP spokesman Christine Baratta said, "We're thriDed that a sitting member of 0)iigress is coming to New 
Hanqishire to raise money for the party and we hope that more Republican member of Congress wiD do the same." 

See our imtial report bdow on the Bachmann viwt 

CUck for Bachmann's interview on **Good Morning America.** 

Click for Bachmann's official congressional iveb site., 

Fidl Feb. 27 Granite Statusfottows. 

For Midiele Bachmann, "soon" is Mardî iŜ  

That's when the Minnesota congresswoman wiD make her first appearance of the 2012 cyde in New Hampshire, 
sources teD the Granite Status. 

Tea Party fevorite Bachmann, canying a "live or Die" bumper sticker, told reporters at last week's 
(Conservative Political Action Confierence that she planned to come to the first-in-the-nation primary state "soon." 

We've learned that whfle the March 12 date has been agreed, details have yet to be nafled down. We're told the 



chainnanship, most likely m a series of smaD fund-raising events. 

She has also received numerous invitations from other RepubUcan and "pro-liberty groups" and apparently wiD tiy 
to accommodate who and indiat she can in what's expected to be a stay of fewer than 24 hoius. 

Bachmann has visited fixst-caucus state Iowa and is sdieduled to appear in early primaiy state South Carolina on 
Friday and Saturday of this week. 

Her trip to the Granite State has been highly anticipated and wiD undoubtedly get lots of ooverago both locaQy and 
nationally. 

•Haley Baibour Hosting N.H. 'Dinner and Date Night' 
•U.S. Sen. Rubio says Fla. should not move its piimaiy 

rsji >- CNN: Florida Hiouse Speaker vows to keep early 2012 primaiy date 

1*1 

^ A GOP **WHO*S WHO.** Any serious GOP presidential hopefol, especially those ofthe staundî y conservative 
fsl variety, should probably consider making his or her way to Manchester April 29 for an event that wfll have a 
^ veritaUe "Who's Who" of New Hampshire Republican politics in one room. 

The Americans for Prosperity - New Hampshire dinner and presidential summit at the Executive Court has 
attracted a host committee of many ofthe state's top Republicans.'llie event wiD houor Manchester attorn^ Ovide 
Lamontagne, vdiose run for the GO? U.S. Senate nomination last year put him in high fevor with conservatives/Tea 

Party activists not only locaDy, but nationafly as weD. 

As we've reported, AFP-New Hampshire wfllhonor Lamontagne as "0>nservatiye of the Year." 

And, as we've reported, AFP is planning to complement the dinner witii "A New Hampshire Presidential Summit on 
Spending and Job Creation." 

AFP-NH director (Corey Lewandowski said that so fer, the likely candidates confinned to appear remain Rick 
Santorum and Herman Cain, but he also said, "We are working on getting other major candidates," induding fonner 

govemors Mitt Romney, Tim Pawlenty and Haley Barbour. 

As noted, the host committee is impressive. And if aD appear, as Lewandowsdd expisots, it'd be werthwhDe for any 
serious (sOP presidential contender tb stqp by. 

Dinner diair is Harold Tumer Jr., president and CEO of the H.L. Turner Group and former cfaau: of the Business 
and Industiy Association board, who was a Lamontagne campaign finance oommittee oo-chair last year. 

Honoraiy cosihaira are Sen. Kdly Ayotte (reaDy!) and Reps. Floink Giiinta and Charlie Bass as weU as fonner state 
GOP chair and Gov. John H. Sununu and fonner Sen. (Soidon Humphrey. 

Dinner hosts Indude RepubDcaa former candidate for govemor, John Stephen; Senate President Peter Bragdon and 
Sens. Jeb Bradley, Chudc Morse and Tom DeBLois, House speaker Bill O'Brien, House Majority Leader D J . 

Bettencourt, Rep. Gene (Chandler, former Senate President Artimr Klemm, fonner Reps. Ken Menifidd, Maureen 
Mooney, Cathy Stacey and Fhm Wendelboe, former congressiozia] candidate Jennifer Hom, attomeys/activists 

Biyan Gould and (Sordon MacDonald, Comeistone Action chair Shannon McGinley and veteran GOP actiiosts Robb 



oongrassional delegation appearanoes depending on their Washington adiedides. He noted that besides the host 
committee members, about 400 eneigized conservatives wfll be in attendance fer the $50-a-peraon eventTwo 

weeks earlier, on April 15 at noon, AFP wiD be one of the primaiy spbnsora of the third annual Taacpâ ra/Tea Party 
Ral^ at the State House. It wiD be another prime setting for presidential poDtiddng. 

A N ADDITIONAL ANGLE EVENT. Last week, we reported that Tea PSrty fevorite Shanon Angle of Nevada wfll 
be in the state Feb. 25 to attend the publk premier of the conservative Christian fiOlm, "The Geneas Code." 

A second event has been added. Rrior to the premier, the Republican liberty (Caucus of New Hampshire wfll host 
Angle at the Southern New Hampshire Univeisity reception center. A $25 tkket indudes admission to the 

(Cmenmgic Theater for the film. 
rv| 
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^ J SMOOTH BLUE WATERS. One might thmk that after a rough year at the baDot box, at least some Democrats 
Ifj might be in a mood for a change of leadeiship.Thiiik ag în. 

^ Apparently the party rank-and-file is satisfied with those at the top. In direct contrast to the raucous NHGOP 
^ campaign for chairman, there are no contested races for the top six ofiSoes ofthe New Hampshire Democratic Party. 

The state committee wfll meet Mardi 5 at Saint Ansdm CoDege to elect its officera. The party's filing peiiod for 
ofiGoera dosed Jan. 15. 

Ray Buddey is unopposed for diairman. Former state Sen. Martha FuDef Qaik of Portsmouth vnA win a third term 
as first vice-chair. Dorothy Solomon of Albany is unopposed for a second term as second vice-chair. 

Foimer state Sen. Bette Lasl^ is uufypposed for a fiist term as party secretaiy, succeeding Mike RoDo, whfle state 
Rep. Davkl Pieice of Etna wfll win a second tenn as jbreasurer and Grey Chynoweth of Manchester wiD win a second 

teim as legsl counsd. 

And as previously reported, Andrew Hosmer is the party's new finance chair and fonner state Sen. Maggie Hassan 
is the grassroots outreach coordinator. 

THEY LIKE HIM. l/BO. Romney backera couldn't be happier about the results this week of the WMUR Granite 
State PoD conducted by the Univeraity of New Hampshire Survey Center. 

First, it had Romney fer ahead of any potential diaDenger, with the support of 40 percent ofthe 757 likefy GOP 
presidential primaiy votera interviewed. Rudy (Siuliaiii was second with 10 percent, with Tim Pawlenty and Mike 
Huckabee at 7 percent each, and Sarah PBlin and Newt (Soigridi each at 6 pevoe ,̂ Ron Psul at 5 percent, Donald 

Trump at 3 percent, and Rick Santomm and Haley Barbour at 1 percent each. 

Second, Romney's overafl fevorable/unfevorable rating was 73 percent fevorable, 8 percent neutral and 15 percent 
unfavorable, for a net fevorability rating of plus 58 percent. 

GiufiBni was second with a plus 30 percent fevorabiiily, vAuie on the oppodte end of the scale. Trump hit a negative 
43 percent and Palin, a negative 17 percent 

And whfle some in the media have contended that the Tea Party is sour on Romney, apparently that's not the case 



Among self-identified Tea Party supporters, Romney's fevorabk rating is even higher than among afl Iflcely COP 
primaiy votera, with 77 percent reacting favorably to him, and 13 percent viewing him unfevorablty. 

Among those who say they oppose the Tea Party, Romney was viewed fevorably by 52 percent and unfevorabfy by 31 
« 

percent. 
Among those who said they were "neutral" on the Tea Psrty, 74 percent viewed Romney favorably and 14 percent 

I viewed him unfevorab̂ . 

Pdin, among Tea PBrty supportera, was viewed fevorably by 48 percent and unfevorably by 35 percent. Gingrich's 
fevoraUe-unfevorsible rating among Tea Party supportera was 53-29, whik Giuliani's was 63-26 and Trump's was 

24-62. 

m 
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f ̂  "SOME FREELANCE STUFF.** When Fhmk Gumta's term as Manchester mayor ended in early Januaiy 2010, 
[ >J his pubUc afifeira adviser, Maik Laliberte, said he'd be taking some time off and doing "some stuff around the house. 
IJ Spend some time with xny wife. Some fisdance stufif." 

© Wefl, after being under the radar for more than a year, Laliberte emeiged yesterday. 

'^ CNN reported that he has been tapped to oversee the New Hampshire operations for the newly-formed Draft 
Trump 2012. 

This new draft effort, reportedly created by Nidc McLaughlin, f̂ veteran of the Iraq War from Missouri, joins the 
already-established "Should Trump Run?" website for supportera of The Donald. 

KING OF THE BIR1HERS. Andy Martin of Chicago annoimced on WTPL radk m December that he wiD be a 
candidate for President Martin, the self-described "king of the birthera," wiD be back in New Hampshire on Monday 

to speak to membera of the Contoooook Vdky Republican Coinmittee at the Deering Town HaD. 

Committee chair J.P. MarauDo said Martin wiD "kids off his campaign" at the event. 

MarauDo said Martin wiD be accQnq>anied by a camara crew to put Ihe appearance on YouTube and to make a 
televiskn oommerdaL 

According to the Los Angeles Times, Martin has said he believes Obama was bom in Hawaii, but he also believes the 
White House is bloddng the release of the President's full larth certificate because it could contain embarrassing 

infonnation. 

"My campaign doesn't say he was bom here or he was bOm there, it siQ̂  ĵ roduce the fstcts," he said. "Tdi the truth 
to the American peqpk. If you want our confidence, if you want our sons and daugjhtera to dk for your policies, we 

have to trust you." 

KARGER'S RETURN, likely GOP presidential hopeful Fired Karger, who is g ,̂ retumed to New Hampshire 
yesterday and says he'D be at the State House today to testĤ  before the House Judidaiy Committee on.the biDs to 

repeal the state's same-sex marriage kw. 
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"''̂ ilesayŝ ^ SenlTê ^ to Dar̂ îidE%f!̂ ^̂ H^̂ f̂raII§̂ ^ (Ĉ ege Democrats and CdSegi 
libertarians opposed to House Bfll 176, vdiich, if passed, would require that "the domidk far voting purposes" of a 
eoflege student be the state or the New Hampshire dty or town in which the student resided "immedialelty prior to 

matricuktion." 

Kaigcr said he plans to visit Portsmouth on Friday. 

Separately, there are efforts undeiway to bring outgoing Ambassador to China Jon Huntsman to the Granite State 
in May. 

And it's official, Gingrich has been formally announced as the featured speaker at the Nashua-based PLUS 
(Company's 20th Annual Wfld Irish Breakfest on St Patrick's Day. According to the PLUS (Company's 

announcement, the event wfll take place at the Crowne Plaza Hotel 

Organized by fonner Executive Coimcflor and foimer Nashua Mayor Bemk Stieeter, it wffl also feature Gov. John 
Lynch, Nashua Mayor Donalee Lozeau, former state Sen. Peggy Gilmour and Patridc Griffin of Griffin, Krause and 

York advertising. 

A DIRECT APPEAL. GOP chair IGmbaD espoused a veiy direct approach to raismg money from the business 
oommunity during an appearance before the Belknap County Republican Committee earlkr this month. 

He said that oontributing to the GOP "is an investment. 

"If you can take a businessman like mysdf and say, 'Hey, look, if we give you tax relief, reguktoiy rdief that's going 
to produce an additional $50,000 or $60,000 in savings for you a year, I don't imnd ghdng bade 10 to the state GOP 

because I want to make sure we keep Republicans in the majority.'" 

THE THIRD WAST. Sen. Jeanne Shaheen thk week waa announced as a Honoraiy Senate (Co-Chair of The Thkd' 
Way, a self-desaihed "innovative and influential think-tank that creates and advances moderate poli^ and political 

ideas." 

John Di&aso is senior politioal reporter of the New Hampshire Union Leader and New Hampshire Sunday News. 

YOURCOMMENTS 

Michde Bachmann b a fealheiwdgM. Any pereon worthy to be presUenl of the US 
after the first tody on such an Innocuous subject as her support fbr breaslfeedliig. Rrst ladies usually have a platform - Laura Bush 

promoted leaxSng fbr exampte. and now Mre OlMima wQnto.Mds to eat healtlqL there Is nothing offendvs about Mis. Bush or Mra. Obannas 
lplGrtrorins\ so vrtiy not tdk abo«rt serioito sut^lecft^ 

- Kerry. Londondeny 

Good annude Jane. Ml get us 4 more yeare of Obama 
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Gay Reputilican mulls presidential bid 
By Mattiiew Bovle-Hie Daily Caller 2:52 AM 02/16/2011 

DC 

fM ADVERTISEMENT 

Fred Kaiger is here, he's queer, and he just might run for preadent ui 2012 as a RepubBcaiy 

^ Kaiger wouM be the first-ever openly gisy presidential candidate in the histoiy of the United Slates. That's something one would imagine 
0 would mostly likely come fiom the more socially liberal Democratic Party, but that's not the case here. Kaiger is proud ofhis work whh 
<N President Ronald Reagan's 1980 and 1984 election campaigns - photographs of the Gipper covered the walls ofhis hotel suite in the 

Washington, D.C., Marriott Wardfani Park last weekend. 

The Marriott Wardman Paric was home to the American Conservative Union's 2011 Conseivative PolMcal Aclion Conference (CPAC), an 
annual gsdiering of top Republicans and conservatives and a pep rally of sorts for attendees. Karger wasn't invited to speak, and he wasn't 
even allowed to have a booth to display his materials or his phitform. He dedded to take the rebelUous route to get his message out there to 
CPAC attendees, though, and bodced a hotel suite to throw a party as a platform to-spread his fiscal^ conservative message. 

Kaiger attracts the libertarian-type students that Rep. Ron Paul, Texas Republican, is known for getting on board witii his message. Several 
showed up at Kaiger's Frid^ night unofficial CPAC party. 

Mdba Moiris-Page, a student fiom Mihvaukee, Wisconsin, attending CPAC with Paul's Campajgii for Liberty, toM TheDC she likes 
Karger's views. 

**] got to meet him about 10 minutes ago, and he's veiy kuid and 1 like what he has to say," Monis-Page said. **He seems like he's in it to 
• vrin it, and 1 hope he ̂ ves it a shot" 

Kaiger never got a response fiom a letter he wrote to American Conservative Union Chairman David Keene addng why he wasn't allowed 
to have abootii at CPAC, a ̂ making oppc»tunity or a place In the ̂ ^^^aistraw poD. 

"1 have bean aothwly involved m Republican politics for over three decades, and have worieed on nine Republican Presktential campaigns 
inchidiiig senkir consulting roles for Presidents Reagan, Gemge H.W. Bush and Gerahl Foid," Kaiger wrote to Keene. ** Additkma1|y, 1 have 
managed dozens of local, state and federal electkms." 

Kaiger doesn't have any proof of It, but he suspects the reason why he wasn't aUowed an official spot at CPAC is because he's openly g^. 
For CPAC to allow ffiy conservative group GOPioud in was one thing, but to let an open^ ffsy potential Republican aresidential candMate 
wouU've been too much, fae suspects. , 

**1 would be the first openly g ^ candidate to ever run forpresklent of the United States," Kaiger told ThdXC. **1 dunk it sends a very strong 
message to younger people. When 1 started niy gay activism just two and a half yean agô  becaiBe 1 ^ 
and when I came out on the Pn̂ > 8 stuflT and started boycotting conqanies that 
interview, 'I want to do this so it's easier for young peopte.*" 

Kaiger consideis Mmself an "independent Republican," and told TheDC he's more **tranq»itisan" than bipartisan. 

**There*s a teim called tnuispaitisan - it's stronger than Inpartlsaii," Kaiger sdd. **rm truly in the middte. 1 was a Hilfauy Clinton supporter 
four years agci. a maxed-out donor to her and I supported Gov. John Lynch for re-electfon, who's a Democrat in New Hampshire, but I also 
supported Republican Bill Bhmie in the Senate race." 



LilgJaidyKaigercallsJfor an̂ impedî ijjfijĝ to the .wars IQ jtaqaoA m AfdianistanjautJgatodofesahinkafltelimlitaî ^ 
•teinirism - and thinks the imlituy lirass diould look faito betttf 

"Weneed to modernize our imlitaiy to fight temnism," Kaiger sakL ''The wwld k a veiy different place now and the Umted States, 1 dmi't 
think, diouU lie imperialistte and gping into countries. We need to pnytect our interests 
isatenibteniov̂ " 

Kaiger is focused on refomiing the education system in the United States - he's avidly anti-teacheis* unmns. He points to California's 
publte charter schools, wMdi he says are "ftourishing," biecanse they're abte to skate around the American Teachen Assoctatkni and the 
NatioKd EduoBtkm Assodation. 

** We need to make school houn tenger each day. America has about 180 days of school eadi year, tiie rest ofthe industrialized worid is 
about 220 and some go a kit higher," Kaiger said. ''In Chfaia, they start at 3 years okL If we're going to compete, and we're godng to have an 
economy and hope for our generBtkn and for many to come, we're going to have to compete and vre're going to have to completely reform 
school and, though I'D ̂  getting into more specifics on that hter, I believe the unkns are a huge problenL" 

Kaiger is redistic about his diances, saying the if he enters the race he will do so to be a voice of "moderation." 

0 "I'm probably not gdng ta wki," he said. "I'm in this for a variety of teasoiis. i want to be a voiee of moderation m the Republican Party 
and there really b none m this so far." 

ffl 

^ Aiticle prmted from Hie Daily Caller- Breaking News, Opinion, Research, and Entertdnment: http;//dailycalIer.com 
fM 
^ URL to artide: http://dai|ycallerxom/201 ]/ll2/16/gay-republican-mulls-presldential-bid/ 
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Fred Karger: The Gay-Rights 
Bogeyman of the GOP 
Presidential Race 
ByChrisGood 
The Republican presidential field has gained a new entrant; though he*s not your typical White House 
aspirant, and the White House may not be a realistic destination for him. 

Fted Karger, a retired GOP strategist from (Csdifomin, has formed an exploratory oommittee in hiŝ  
home state and wiU soon begin raising money for a 2012 presidential bid. 

If youVe never heard of Karger, you're not done. Hk campaign slog^ k "Fred Who?" and, while bk 
out-of-the-blue presidential ambitions may sound like the delusions of a political loon, Karger appears 
to know what he's doing. And what he's doing k something different from what other Republican 
presidential hopefuk, the Ing names espedally, are woridng on. 

Fred Kaigeir k no lunatic (at least as fer as I can teU), but an experienced political strategy who has 
done campaign work for both Ronsdd Reagan and George H.W. Bush, helping to run the WHlie Horton 
victims campaign to discredit Michael Dukakk in 1988. He k also gpy, though he kept that under 
wraps through decades of work in R^ublican political cirdes, until around the year 2000. 

Here is hk goal: to gain grassroots momentum in New Hamjishire and Iowa, eventually reaching tiie 
stage ofthe nationiEdly televised defies put on by local newspapers and TV stations in those two 
states-'the debates that see about a dozen candidates on stage, the uhia-long-shots along with the 
firontrunneis. Onoe there, be plans to do one thing: make a ruckus about gay rights and why the 
Republican Party doesn^ offidally support them. 

To db this, Kaiger figures hall need somewhere in the neighborhood of 
$5 to $6 million, a sum he hopes to raise from a network of gay-rights 
supporters he's built up over the past few years. Right now, he has 
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to the IRS but not the Federal Election (Commission; he has two people 
working for him, "helping out," as he puts it, and he pays tiieir expenses. 

Tiieir mission: determine the criteria for getting into those debates and 
find out how Kaiger can meet them. To that end, Karger has been 
traveling to Iowa and New Hampshire, meeting with editorial boards. 
He's been to 13 states plus the District of (Columbia, holding town-halk 
and meet-and-greet events in Mexican restaurants and gay bars. Hk first 
took place at Margaritas, a Meidcan restanrant hi Keene, NeW Hampshire; according to Karger, 50 
people showed up. 

op 
^ "I beat John McCain's 19 at hk first town-hall meeting" before the 2008 campaign, Karger points out 
JNI 

J ̂  Most recentiy, Karger led a charge against the Mormon Church for its involvement in the Prop. 8 
^ anti-gay-marriage initiative in Califorxua in 2008, unearthing its funding of the Prop. 8 campaign and 
Q campaigning to expose that funding and the Mormon Church's approach to homosexuality. 

rl 
"There's two leasons I can do tins," Karger told me last month when he stopped by the Atiantic's 
offices on a trip to DC. "One k I'm openly gay and thaf s never happened before—never before has an 
openly gay candidate nin for president" 

The other, as he put it: "Exposmg Mormons." Should Karger's run gain attention in Iowa and New 
Hampshire, hk prime target for ruckus-making wOl be Mitt Romney, who, he says, foUows a severe 
anti-gay ethos as an "obedient" Mormon. 

If Karger makes it on stage in those debates, heTl join a line of single-issue candidates that have had 
some degree of success over the yeara. In 1996, Alan Keyes ran as a Republican to push abortion to the 
fore; in 2004, Dennk Kudnich ran as an anti-war Democrat; in 2008, it was Republican (Congressman 
Tom Tancredo and hk hard line on immigration. Each made their own waves. Tancredo, most 
recently, made it on-stage for early debates but dropped out in Inte December 2007, having spent a 
total of $5.8 million. 

Karger's expedition, should he follow through with it, would come as paradigms on gay rigjits seem to 
be shifting in the Republicâ |Jgarty. Social conservatives no longer constibite the locus of powen̂ igtbe 
national Republican landscape; fiscal conservatism and small-government near-libertarknism have 
arisen as the impulses of the GOT base that Republican politicians fed most compelled to satisfy. 
Laura Bush's aoceptance of gay marriage was taken by some as a sign that perhaps Presideut (>eorge 
W. Bush, piivatdy, might accept it too. It's a sometimes open, sometimes doseted support for gay 
rî ytts within Repubiican canka that Karger will seek to mobilize in late 2on and early 2012. 

For now, the retired consultant is in talks with a fondraiser and, having formed the exploratory 
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candidacy, he will have to begin telling tilie Federal Election Conunission just how much he's raidng, ' 
and well see how successfully he can activate gay-rights supporters and tap their wallets toward hk $5 
to $6 million goal. 

And to timt end, Karger appeara to be utilizing hk considerable political experience. If we see him on 
stage in late 2011, it wfll be a testament not just to the sentiments of Republican voters on gay rigihts, 
but to Kaiger's ability to maneuver hk way into the public eye. 

Thk artide available online at 

htlp://www.tfaeatiantic.com/politics/ardirve/20io/o8/fied-kaiger-the-gay-right5-bog 
g0p-piesddential-race/6il279/ 

Copyright © 20U by The Atlantic Montiily Group. AH Rights Reserved. 
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Republicans Scent Blood In White House Race 

Comments (31) 
12-.Sl8m UK. Iftmifay February 21.2011 

Robert .Nisbet. US correspondent 

Barack Obama will face the electorate in oyer 20 months, but 
already Republicans are lining up to take him on. 

The process of selecting a party candidate is lengthy and costly, and begins in Febmary next year with the Iowa caucuses. 
Party members across the states will then be able to weigh In through a series of primaries, with the candidate officially 
crowned at the convention in August 

It is unlkely any Democrat wouki challenge Presktent Obama. so the attentton k now focused en wtio the ReptJUkans wiB 
pick to challenge him. 

So far none has offidaly thrown his or her hat into the ring, but observers say the fieki of likely contenders is the largest for 
years. 

FOfiner Alasla govanwr Sarah pain is a possible cancMBIe and Tea Party 

Former and current state govemors dOndnate the list, with Tea Party favourite Sarah PaHn. evangelicals Mike Huckabee and 
Tim Pawlenty. fonnsr Presidential hopeful Mitt Ronmey. Mississippi's cotourfU Haley BariE»ur and Indiana's Mitch Daniels a l ii 
thennix. 
Add to that Govemor Chris Christie from New Jersey, fomner House Speaker Newt Gingrich. New York^s ex-Mayor Rudy 
Giuliani, openly gay polib'cal strategist Fred Karger and a smattering of lawmakers who may decide to mn. 

Independents, like the libertarian Congressman Ron Paul, couM also try to entice wavering voters. 



the success of the sraaH-govemnnent. kiw-tax Tea Party movemeciL 
This is not going to be an electiori about personalities. What you saw In the mkltemi ebctkns was an Interesting dynamic: it 
was more of an idea and concept that persuaded peofte to vote for Republican candidates. 
Pollster and sbrategist, David Winston 
"Thk k not going to be an etection about personalities. What you saw in the rridtenn etections was an Interesting dynarric: it 
was more of an idea and concept Ocit persuaded peopte to vote for Republioan candidates." polbter and strategist David 
Winston toU 81̂  News. 
If s what yot̂ 're going to do when you are etected that counts." 
Bat that doesnl mean big personalties are sitting this etection out. 
DonaM Trwii is considering e bki. He toU conservative activists last week he wouki restore Anrerica's reputation if etected 
to ttie White House. 
It is likely that President Obama's record on Job creation and the econony which wiD dominate the campaign. 
With unempkiyment stil stubbornly high and the recovery patchy, his opponents know there k an opportunity. 

SinxM aiVie iom CauoiBes is seen as hey IB a Piesidency candU^ 

But he remains pereonaly poputer. with a battte-hardened team running N's re-election campaign. 
Fox News analyst Juan WilGams toM Sky News: "I think the early betting right now is that Obama wii get a second tenn, but 
remember the passion in American poltics Is on the right. 
"K is coning from peopte fike the Tea Party. Their opposition to healthcare reform, their atemn over big budget defkits: they 
are ttie ones who are sending the dolars to the candidates. 
"This k going to faa.oii&bel.ofjan etection." 

Your (Jments 
Sort comments by: Newest Oldest Recommended 

Posted by: peter edwards on February 21,2011 11:31 PM 
Who the hell caresll. The rest of the worid k moving on and America Is on a downward slope anyway. The 
worid no longer revolves around the USA, only Americans think it does. Power and inflence now lie 
elsewhere. 
Recommend (0) 
Report thk comment 
Pemialink 
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Homoszexualis ehiokjelolt mdul Amerikaban 
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Fred Karger homoszExiialitis2t nyfltan vfllaki republikteus, aki ebiKHuttsaszerintkomolyan k&ifll a 2012-es megmirettet&re. Ha vaKban efindul, azzd 
6 Ieszazds6 vfilbltan homoszexuifis fiSrfi azE^esDIt Allarnok tfirt£netfi»i, aki a k£t leglbntosabb pArt ̂ ikAiek sztedben efai0kjeI5hk&it indul. 
ElemzBk szeriht korai kampinyinak dca. hogy neve relatfv ismeretlenal cseng a vfihsztdpolg^k szimftra, ezSit szOks6ge van a bemutatkozfisra. Karger 
tervei szerint S iiulli6 dolUit gyfijt fissze az dnSkvfilaszt^ kampftnyra. 

Karger fettfin&e a porondon kOifvis d6 tilfthat o^an vMial6 jeHUtdcet, nunt a meleŝ i&ZBSsigDt ellenzS volt komi&nyz6. Mike Hudcabee £s Mitt 
Romney, vafauidnt a sdntAi konzcrvatfv n£zctdr61 ismeit Saiah Palin. 

StarthiD Facdxwk TXyitler Ivww Cikk nvomtatfaa Cikk kOMfae 

Sgponzorfflt Mrdctfack 

PntldentlAlElcctloB 

Ge To AARP For TKe L M Hem OB Tiw 2008 PRiileBiid Eherion 

Vote 2810 RcialM Lbt 

Chedt OB dkowimenndloMii firom oonlulediiceiifi cub iMe! 

GD.Tcin.eani/VbieJ2010Jleinls 

MrokiahBdOKtffMron 

3W7> wKmrmmHgti wyMW wnim BWBIIÎ  mHwK ̂ |iiiiiiiio 
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Potential 2012 GOP candidates speak out on what should be done 
to those responsible for Wikileaks 
By AtexisLevinson-The Daily CaDer 3:45 AM 12/03/2010 
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ADVERTISEMENT 

Tboqgh PresMent Obama has yet to we^ m personal̂  on what should be done to those responsibte for the Wikileaks releases, some of his 
potential 2012 Republican opponents have spoken out on the issue. 

Fomier Arkansas Govemnr Mike Huckabee has pme on the record saving that whoever leaked the documents to Wikileaks committed 
treason and ought to be executed. 

Fonner Speaker of the House Newt Gingrich edioed Huckabee in an interview with The Duly Caller, saying that the leaker, allegedly Pic. 
Bradley Manning, conunitted treason and should be punished harshly. 

*^e person who leaked the documents committed treason,** he said m an e-mail. *'He took act 
middle of a global war." 

Gingrich went on to say that Wikilealcs founder Julian Assange should be beated like an enemy combatant. 

"Hie foreigner Is an enemy combatant who is activê  taking stqis which will get Americans and American allies kilted and shoukl be 
treated as an enemy .eembataant," (%gneh wrete, echoing a anriteir statoment he made mi Fox Kews Tiiesday where ho said that Assange 
**shouM be m jail for the rest of his life." 

Ride Santonin̂  fonner Pennsylvama senaton and another potential 2012 GOP presidential candidatê  took it a step fiuther, calling Assange 
a''terrorist" on llttsday during a qieech to a rotaiychib in New Hampshire. « 

Fonner Ahska Govemor Sarah Palin has taken a different tack by bbming ('resident Obama for the diptomatic '̂ fiasco" in a note posted on 
Facebook. 

**What steps were taken to slop Wikileaks director Julnn Assange from distributing this hiĝ y sensitive classified material...?* she asked. 
"Why was he not pursued whh the sanie uigenoy we purses a) Qaeda and Tuliban leaders?** 

Herman Cam, potential 2012 GOP presidential candktete and the fonner CEO of Godfkdier's Pizza, bhined all parties involved, saymg; *'it 
never shoukl have happenedi" 

**Tlie whote leak...compromises the national security ofthe United States of America, so I ttiiiik that that is a punishable offonse," he told 
TlieDC in a phone interview. **You don't compromise the national security of this countiy in the name of nothmg—journalism, fieedom of 
q)eeGh, blah bbh bbh. None of that sfides with me." 

Fred Kanaer. a Republican txilitieal operative and eav rights activist who has nut uo the first nresidemial camoaî  ads in Iowa, called far 
the porson who leaked Bie material tar go befine p militaiy tribunal, sayhg that the leak should receive whatever panisliment Hie tfibimsl 
decided appropriate. 

As fi>r Assange, Kaiger drew a more nuanoed case. **This also is a fieedom of speech issue," ĥ  
an editor-in-chtef that publishes these docuinBnts» or did he pay fi>r the sectsts, axle and abet or instnict Manmng or any of bis odiers 
sources to take illegal actwns to get these documents? If he should also be prosecuted bv a military tribunal." 

Articte printed fipom The Daily Caller - Breaking News; Opinkm, Research, and Entertainment: htlp://daifycalter.com 

URL to articte: http://daifyealler.com/2010/l2/03/poteiittel-2D12-gop-candidatcs-8peak-̂  
responsible-for-wiluleaks/ 
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Published on SunsNne State News (httD://www.sunshinestatenews.oom) 

GOP Presidential Hopefuls Want New GOP 
Majority to Focus on Economy 

^ Kevin Derby 
^ Posted: January 6. 2011 3:55 AM 

^ As the Repiiblioans took over the U.S. House of Representatives Wednesday, prominent politicians 
^ looking to be the GOP's standard bearer In 2012 weighed in on what the new majority should focus on — 

and not surprisingly, pointed toward the nation's sluggish economy. 

^ Former Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney, who appears ready to launch a second bid at the RepubHcan 
preskiential nomination, stressed Wednesday that the new Republican majority in the U.S. House needs 
to focus on the economy. 

"We face many challenges, but in no aree is leadership more important than in addressing the economy 
and the need for new jobs," noted Romney. "Let's face it: Washington has become a job-killing beast. It 
is slowly but surely smothering the very pioneering, entrepreneurial spirit that made America the freest, 
strongeet nation on earth. Fortunately, we took the first step in slaying that Job-killing beast by electing a 
Republtean majority to the United States House of Representatives last November. But reclaiming 
majority control of the House is just the first step. We have a lot of work to do to change Washington and 
get our economy back on track." 

Romney, who put years in at a management consultant firm before running for office, was not the only 
potential 2012 Republican hopeful calling for the new msyority to make putting Americans back to work 
their top priority. 

"The No. 1 focus of House Republk:ans must be developing and Implementing the right policies that will 
help entrepreneurs and small businesses create jobs and paychecks." wrote former U.S. House Speaker 
Newt Gingrich on Wednesday in an e-mail sent out to supporters. "A booming economy will help 
balance the budget. It is also the best social policy we can have for American families. As President 
Ronald Reagan used to remind us, the best social program is a job because it allows the indhridual to 
take care of their family, with dignity and independence. Many other activities and programs rnay make us 
feel good, but none aW^s important as creating the right poFicies for job creation." 

Other potential Republtean candidates have called fbr the new Republican majority in the House to take 
aim at a related matter - federal spending. 

"This is a crucidi time In American politics, as we fc)ok to a newly elected Congmss in 2011 to stop the 
insanity of federal spending," said former New Mexico Gov. Gary Johnson last week "Republteans in 
Congress must be vigilant as never before when it comes to the natkin's pocketbook - we need to get 
our spending under control. From putting an end to the exorbitant costs ofthe war in Aljghanistan, to 
ensuring that the Bush tax cuts become permanent for all Americans, now is the time to make the 
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currently our greatest threet to national security." 

U.S. Rep. Ron Paul of Texas noted there are many issues to focus on. 

"The year 2011 brings in a host of opportunities and challenges to America," Paul noted on Tuesday. 
"Will we accelerate toward economte insolvency by continuing the policies that have created UVis crisis, or 
will a new Congress elected on the energy of the tea party movement find the couiage to change I 
course?" 

Paul, who ran for presklent in 1988 and 2008 and is mulling over making another run in 2012, stressed 
the 'importance of his new assignment heading up the House Financial Sennces Subcommittee on 
Domestic Monetary Policy. 

"With the new Republican majority in the Housie, I vinll have the opportunity as a subcommittee chainnan 
to take a careful look at our domestic monetary policy," continued Paul. "I am excited by the prospect of 

^ ̂  real oversight of the Federal Reserve, but I al̂ o hope to focus on the important ways in which our foreign 
^ j policy and monetary policy are related. Jast last week, the Financial Times reported that the limited 
^ oversiighf of the Federal Reserve allowed by the passage of a watered-down version of my endit of the 
Kl Fed bill revealed that approximately 55 percent of the loens made available under the largest Federal 
^ Reserve bailout progrem, the Tenn Auctkm Facility, went to foreign banksl This is but one example of 
1̂  the real cost to Americans of mainteining its empire overseas, and it cries out for more transparency and 

oversight. 

"This is why it is key for us to understand that our foreign policy and current economic crisis go hand in 
hand." added Paul. "Some have promised to lead us back to fiscal responsibility while asserting that any 
reduf̂ ion in our foreign and militery spending is off the table. They woul̂  like us to believe that we 
shoiild not only continue spending as much on tho military as the rest of the world combined, but they 
actually call fbr an even more aggressive U.S. policy abroad." 

Paul added that Congress needs te change the eearch policies used by the Transportation Security 
Adminiatratien and repeal the PATRIOT Act. 

Fred Karger, a veteran political consultent who has helped Repubfican candidates fbr more than three 
decades, is consklering running for his party's nomination. Speaking to Sunshine State News on 
Wednesday, Karger saM that he was in a meeting when John Boehner received the gavel from Nancy 
Pelosi. 

"All eyes were on the TV when the gavel was passed,"̂  saki Karger. "It was a dramatic moment" 

Karger said he hoped the harmony that was shown when the Republicans took over the House from the 
Democrats would continue. 

"I hope that civility will continue." said Karger. "That's what the American people are craving right now." 

Karger added that Congress needed to focus on economic issues. 

"The economy and jobs first," he said. "We need to create jobs in this country and then we can do so 
many things." 

Other possible candkiates for nominatkn inctiide former Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin. fonner Arkansas Gov. 
Mike Huckabee, fomier U.S. Sen. Rtok Santorum, Gov. Tim Pawlenty and U.S. Rep. Michelle Bachmann 
of Minnesote. Gov. Mitch Daniels and U.S. Rep. Mike Pence of Indiana, fonner Gov: George Pataki of 
New Yoric. Gov. Haley Batbour oil Mississippi, U.S. Sen. John Thune of South Dakota, fonner U.N. 
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Whither the Reasonable Republican? 
By Jonathan Pedde; Contributing Gohimnlst 

PuUbhed on Monday. October 25̂  2010 

Reading the op^ pages d America's leffc-of-center newspapers, it would seem that the Republican Party is beiog 
oveiran by angiy, hemophdbiĉ  anti-immiguiiit ccadqiBtB. FiDor centrislB like me who believe in the in̂ xntance of 
having two sane natioiial parties, thia would be a terribty depressing prospect. But, just if̂ en oijie oould be fing^m 
far thinking that aU hope is lost. Fted Ksu^ 

Wl 

\A y/ho is Red Kaigjer? Thatfs exactly vibat I asked vdien I first heard of him. He is a fonner political consultant vho is 
consideEiiig running for president as an independent Republican in 2012. He got his start in politics in 1964 working 

^ for Nelson Rodkefieller. Most recently, Karger fbi^ 
1̂  in die campaign to stop Califaniia's Itopositian 8, Kidiicfa outlawed giŝ  marriage. If he decides to nm in the 2012 
^ Republican priniaries, he win be the first openly^ person to ru^ 
(Sl 

^ While there are many adjectives that eouUdesdibeK^ 
at Dartmouth on Oct 14. Induding myself, about 40 people atte^ 
wants to bring a sense of qptinrism back to America. He particularly admires Ronald Reagan's alnGty to remain 
optimistu;, even during the depths of the nasty reoesskm of the early 1980s. For progmaftists like niyself IAAIO are 
looking for more than mere sentimentality in a politician, there is also a very important practical side to Karger's 
optinusm: When the eoononiy is deeply depressed and interest rates are stuck at zero, consumer and business 
expectations of future prosperity (or lack tfaereoQ can become self-fidfilliiig. Perhaps a president who irrationally' 
maintains a sense of optimism in the worst of times wouldn't be such a bad thing now. 

Mare irapoitantJIy, I tfaiiik that Kuger m 
polarized partisan divide. For starters, unlike some of our current elected ofiSdals vfbo sold themsdves as ''post-
partisan" candidates, Kaiger is willing to ditidze menibers ofhis own party. In fact, during his speech at 
Dartmouth, Kaiger had mmie bod tfahigs to say about Mike Hudcdiee alone tfaaneU efthe Demociats oomlnned. I 
agree widi some of Keurgei's critidsms of Huduibee (espedaitty on Hudsabee's oompanison of homosexuality to drug 
abuse and polygEHny) and disagree with others (that we need to be tougher on crime than Huckabee was a 
governor). But the fiict that Kaiger is actually willing to look at h^ 
for his opponents is an inqioitant qudity nonetheless. 

FtntfaeTmais, Kaiger is actually wilKng to break with his part/s qrthndoxfes when his oonsdonoe dictates. Not only 
does he support immediate repeal of Don't Ask, Don't TeQ as weD as the legalization of gay mairiage, be also 
siqipQits imnqgratkm reform. He wants a path to cidzenship ^ 
inq;>roved bonier security to discourage foture laŵ breakû  When asked how he would go about "improving 
border security, Kaiger iqpGed that he wEusn-t siirê  but bad an open As the grandsoa of German 
refogees, I espedafty appreciate Karger's statement that immigraiits are not hore for a hand-out. but for the 
oppoitimity to succeed by woridng haid. Ukewise, K^ 
conservation. To him, the possibilities seem obvfous: "Why do people wear sweaters in thdr air-conditioned homes 



Actual̂ , Karger's abilily to reach acmss the partisan divide isn't just faypothet^ 
elections, Kieu:ger and Cdifomians Against Hate sided with oiganized labor — not exactly the kind of dgamzations 
with vdiom yoa wouM expect a RepuUicm to be wOTkî  

Karger is exactly the kind of RepuUican that I would li^ 
sdf-€xamination and dde to work for the gpod of the oountiy even if that 
veiy teDing that, during the 2008 presidentid electkms, he-suppô  
candidates. He knows that he '*probd)ly won't win" the primaries, but a Rodoefoller RepuMican Uke Karger is exactly 
what the oeuntiy needs right now. 

Copyright 1993-20111 The Dartmouth, Inc. | AU rig^ reserved. 

«sr Content, design, and code may not be roproduced without explicit written peimisskm. 
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Ml Fred Karger 
^ Founder, Righte Equal Rights 

Posted: November 28, 2010 08:48 PM 

^ An Apology Now, Mike Huckabee? 

November 29th is a tragic annh^ersary in American history. It was exactjy one year ago today that four 
police officers in Lakewood. Washington were murdered in cold t)lood while they ate at a local coffee shop. 

The killer, Maurice Clemmons should have been locked up for 108 years. Instead, then Aricansas 
Govemor Mike Huckabee commuted his sentence after Clemmons served only 11 years in prison. 

It seems Huckabee, a former Baptist Preacher, is a very forgh/Ing man. He- did this with at least 1,032 
other prisoners. Apparently if you accepted Christ in your life. It was like a get out of jail free card in 
Arkansas when Huckabee was Governor. 

I reread Huckakiee's stetement released the day after the sfayings. I thought I miglit see an ounce of 
remorse, but there was none. This was the best he oould come up with in an inten/iew two days after the 
slaylngs with Bill O'Reilly on.Fox News. "I'm responsible for that, and it's not something I'm happy about at 
this partk̂ ular moment." 

Four family's fives were forever fragtealiy changed, when they lost their husband, mother, father, brother, 
sister, son and daughter. 

r.. " . 

• GD*̂  
The Lakewood pelloe department lost four of its family when Officers Marî  Renninger. Tina Griswold. 
Gregory Richards, and Ronnie Owens were gunned down. The best that Govemor Huckabee could come 
up with was that ha was "not happy about it." 

I wrote on this stibject back in April also in the Huffington Post. 

Govemor Huckakiee, as you conskler mnning for Preskient of the United Stales. I would hope that you 
would take this opportunity one year after these brutal murders to apologize to all the vtotims of this 
tragedy. 
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Follow Fred Karger on Twitten www.twitter.com/fredkarqer 


